Mass Schedule

Weekends
Saturday 09:30AM
05:30 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday 08:00 AM
10:00 AM
Weekdays
Tuesday 07:00 PM
Wednesday 09:30 AM
Thursday  09:30 AM
Friday 09:30 AM

Malayalam Mass
05:00 PM Every 41 Sunday

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
Friday 10:00 — 11:00 AM

Rosary
Wednesday — Saturday 09:00 AM

Mass and Novena to St Anthony
Tuesday 07:00 PM

Marian Prayer Group

Tuesday 10:00 AM @ StEnda’s Room
Contact: Marie 04 5712 6044

Tamil Prayer Group

Friday 7.30 PM @ St Enda’s Room
Contact: Tarcisius 04 2369 9146

Reconciliation
Saturday 04:45 — 05:15 PM

or by appointment

Baptism and Weddings
Contact Parish office for bookings
Sacramental Programs

Contact Sacramental Coordinator for
details of First Reconciliation, Eucharist
and Confirmation.

thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Office: 02 9631 3316

GU Antheny ef Padua Panish, Teengabbie

27 Aurelia St, PO Box 23, Toongabbie 2146
www.stanthonyschurch.org.au

Twenty-First Sunday in ordinary Time (Year A) 23" August 2026

Parish Mission Statement

“We, the church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realization
of the Kingdom of God and to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.”

Parish Staff and Contact Details

Parish Priest:

Fr Joby Kadambattu MS
frioby@stanthonyschurch.org.au
Deacon:

Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Shanika Joseph

secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au
Sacramental and SRE Coordinator

Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au
Office Hours:

Mon — Fri: 09:00 AM — 03:00 PM

After Hours Emergency Contact:

02 9631 6420

Hall Hire:
Charlie 0499 557 995

(Temporarily unavailable due to planned
church renovations)

St Anthony’s Youth
Insta ID: stay_toongabbie1508
stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com

St Anthony’s School
Principal: Patricia Reilly
02 8843 4600

Piety Shop
Tuesday — Saturday 10:00 — 11:15 AM

Saturday after 05:30 PM Vigil
Sunday 09:00 — 11:30 AM

Parish Support

If you would like to supportour parish via
Direct Deposit:

BSB - 067 950

Account Number- 0000 0586

Account Name: Toongabbie Catholic
Church

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Anthony’s Parish, Toongabbie we
are dedicated to creating a safe and
nurturing environmentfor all mem bers of
our community, especially children and
vulnerable adults.

Link:Safeguarding | Diocese of Parramatta

We pray for the sick in our Parish

Maria Vella
Peter Ranee
Carole O’'Hare

Aidan Alexander
Adrian Nocevski
Tanya Ambrose
John Gauci Katherine S Sheehan
Rene Nemorin Alexsis Petrucelli
Anthony Al Haddad Anith Thurairatnam
Anna Fernandes Maureen Hanvey
Sarah Marlin Rosa di Christoforo
Angelo Alexander  Gabby Abboud
Colleen Davar Richard Tooker

Teresa Galea
Geraldine Halliwell
Ajith Seema Pillai

Shanji Anthony
Cecilia Ferrer
Joseph MacDermid

Ranjith Chellappa Lesley Myers
Simon Sherville John Tynan
Emma Noney Noe Isotten
Joe (Joseph) Borg  Joe Zahra
Dennis Kunder Sarah Sheehan
Kate Mortimer Jan Salmon

Rita McCreadie

Please notify the parish office if you know of anyone whose name may be removed.

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land

We acknowledge the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation, the Traditional Custodians of the land
on which we celebrate our Eucharist today. In paying respect to their elders,
we acknowledge that they have occupied and cared for this land over countless generations.
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Readings and Reflections

First Reading Isaiah 22:19-23
I place the key of the House of David upon his
shoulder.

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of
the palace:

| dismiss you from your office, | remove you from your
post, and the same day | call on my servant Eliakim
son of Hilkiah. | invest him with your robe, gird him
with your sash, entrust him with your authority; and he
shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and
to the House of Judah.

| place the key of the House of David on his shoulder;
should he open, no one shall close, should he close,
no one shall open. | drive him like a peg into a firm
place; he will become a throne of glory for his father's
house.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 137:1-3.6.8. R. v.8

(R.) Lord, your love is eternal;
do not forsake the work of your hands.

1. Ithank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels | will bless you.
| will adore before your holy temple. (R.)

2. | thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day | called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

Second Reading Romans 11:33-36

From him, through him, and in him are all things.
How rich are the depths of God — how deep his
wisdom and knowledge — and how impossible to
penetrate his motives or understand his methods!
Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who
could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give him
anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes
from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory for
ever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are Peter, the rock on which | will build my
Church; the gates of hell will not hold out against it.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi
he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people
say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he
is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” ‘But you,” he said ‘who do you
say | am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the
Christ,” he said, the Son of the living God.” Jesus
replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man!
Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this
to you but my Father in heaven. So | now say to you:
You are Peter and on this rock | will build my Church.
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out
against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on
earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.” Then he
gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that
he was the Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection

What'’s in a Name?

Jesus had a sense of humour! Simon, son of Jonah,
was far from being a rock solid supporter of Jesus. So
Jesus gave him the nickname ‘Rocky’ which in the
Greek is Petros.

Jesus puns with the nickname: “You are Rocky and
upon this rock | will build my church.” The natural
personality of shifting sands was being transformed
by the blessing just given (the only blessing bestowed
upon an apostle by Jesus).

Notice that Jesus only makes promises about ‘my
church’, not a church shaped by human imagination,
e.g. modes of Roman Imperial rule or with a
Eurocentric mindset.

We could pause for a moment to pray that the Risen
Lord showers the successor of St Peter with every
blessing so that the Church of Jesus the Christ
continues to prevail over the forces of death which

threaten humanity.
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com (Extract from Liturgy Help.com)
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Parish and Diocese News

Recently Deceased

® Arthur Patrick Ernest Bridge, father of Fr. Arthur Bridge,
passed away on Sunday, 9" August 2026. The Solemn
Requiem Mass will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral
Parramatta on Saturday, 22" August 2026 at 10am. In
your charity, please pray for the repose of his soul and
remember the family in your prayers.

Church Renovation Donations towards the upcoming
church renovation can be made using the TAP & GO
machine in the Church foyer near the Statue of Our Lady or
direct to our bank account (A/C details on the front page).
We thank you for your generosity and continued support.

Please Consider Giving Online You can support the
parish by using the Tap & Go Machines: The machine’s
amount is variable; please use the screen to donate the
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple Pay; Google
Pay and Pay Wave. All contributions go to the maintenance
and development of the Parish as does the second
collection at weekend Masses. Planned Giving (Direct
Debit or Credit Card) is also an option if you wish to do
cashless donation to the parish, forms are available in the
parish office.

Church Renovation: As we move closer to the start of our
Church renovation, we will need assistance moving items
to the Parish Hall, which will serve as ourtemporary Church
during the works. If you are able to help in any way, please
add your name to the lists available with the wardens at the
Aurelia Street entrance and in the courtyard cabinet.
Please include yourcontact details, your general availability
— forexample, weekdays MTWTF or weekends SS — and
a brief note about how you can assist, such as moving
furniture, helping with linen, or general cleaning.

Father’'s Day Mass Intentions If
you would like to offer a Father’s
Day Mass intention, please
\ complete an envelope available on
\ the offertory table and place it in
the box prowded Names will be recorded in the Father's
Day Mass intention book and Mass will be offered on 5th/gh
September for all fathers.

Father's Day
in Australia

Father’s Day Photo tribute — if you would like to include a
photo of yourfatherin our special tribute to be shown during
Fathers Day Masses on the 51/6!" September please
provide us with ‘a photo’ of your
dad/father/grandfather/father-figure — digital copy only,
via the email to secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au.
All photos must reach our office no later than Monday, 31st
August. Any photos received after this date will not be
accepted.

Safequarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities
There are several face-to-face Safeguarding Training
opportunities available at several parishes. Please register
directly for this training or look for convenient dates and
locations by clicking on the training event at:
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguar
ding-training. For more information,

mail: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

We have some desk/tables and other items
in the garage, free foranyone wanting them.
Please speak to one of our wardens after
mass and they will help you.

Rosary Making Workshops Come along for a fun evening
of community and crafting rosary beads that will then be
donated to the sick and dying in hospitals across our
Diocese. The craft evening will be held on the following
days: 10 September, 23 September, 15 October, 5
November. Costs are $5 per person — payable on arrival

(includes all materials). To register and for more
information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-
workshops

| Be The Witness Group Discounts Now
7 Available! Bring your group to Be The
Witness — The Musical and save! Book 4+
tickets and save $5 per ticket, or book 10+
tickets and save up to $10 per ticket! Terms
and conditions apply. This is a perfect opportunity for
churches, ministry groups, and friends coming together for
an unforgettable musical experience! Don’t miss out — book
now using the QR codel!

Holy Shroud Exhibition - Be a witness to the Holy Shroud
Exhibition at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, from 6-13
September 2026. A special presentation, “The Shroud
Puzzle Solved,” by author, journalist and Shroud expert Mr
William West will be held on Sunday, 6 September at 1:00
pm in Cloister Hall. All are welcome.

MET Natural Fertility: Sympto-Thermal Method (STM)
Initial Instruction via Teams: 27 August Tuesday 27
August, 7:30-8:30pm. The mostimportant symptom alerting
women to ovulation is used in all methods of Natural Family
Planning (NFP). The Sympto-Thermal Method includes
measuring your basal body temperature, which also
confirms ovulation! This method is 99.6% effective in
postponing pregnancy and helps couples identify the best
time to achieve pregnancy! If you would like to refresh your
knowledge and skills or begin NFP then this is the session
for you! To register visit parracatholic.org/natural-fertility

Bishop Vincent Presents: Vatican correspondent
Gerard O’Connell and Elisabetta Pique: 26 August
Bishop Vincent, in partnership with the University of Notre
Dame Australia and Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese,
warmly invites all to a special public lecture featuring two of
the world’s most respected Vatican journalists, Gerard
O’Connell and Elisabetta Piqué. Hear their insider's
account of the historic transition from Pope Francis to Pope
Leo XIV. Wednesday 26 August, 6:00-8:00pm, at St
Patrick’s Cathedral Cloister Hall, 1 Marist PI, Parramatta.
All are welcome. Register at
parracatholic.org/oconnellpique

Annual African Mass 2026: 27 September The African
Catholic communities of the Diocese of Parramatta, in
collaboration with the Diocesan Office for Migrant
Chaplaincies and the Nigerian and Ghanaian Chaplaincies,
warmly invite you to the African Mass 2026. Join us on
Sunday 27 September from 1pm-5pm at Mary Queen of
the Family Parish (St Patrick’s Church), 51-59 Allawah
Street, Blacktown, fora vibrant celebration of faith, culture
and community. Refreshments and entertainment will be
provided following Mass. All are welcome.
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Eucharist28 Update This is My Body, Given For You - The
International Eucharistic Congress in Sydney in 2028
(‘Eucharist28’) will be a global gathering of the Church
centered on the Eucharist, the source and summit of our
Christian lives, culminating in a Papal Mass with Pope Leo
XIV. It will be a festival of faith, rich with worship, prayer,
testimonies, art, music — a truly ‘once in a lifetime
experience, and a transformative moment for our nation.
For catechetical material to help your parish and community
prepare for this moment, head
to eucharist28.org/resources

Adult Confirmations 2026: 29 August The Office for
Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation Day forthose
candidates (16+) interested in receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation this year. Held on Saturday 29 August,
9.30am - 2.00pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre,
Blacktown. A light lunch will be provided. Itis recommended
that all sponsors attend the catechesis day. A contribution
of $40 is suggested from the candidates to assist in
covering the Catechesis Day.

The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 1 September
2026 at 7:30pm at the St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.
Please Note: Enrolment forms and a copy of Baptismal
Certificates should be sent to OFW before Monday 18
August 2026. For more information, please contact the
Office for Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Married Couples’ Retreat — Reflect, Renew & Reconnect:
5 September Married couples are invited to a special retreat
day, Reflect, Renew & Reconnect, on Saturday 5
September 2026 at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1
Marion Street, Blacktown. The day runs from 8:30am-—
4.30pm and includes Mass with Bishop Vincent, light
refreshments, and lunch. Couples will explore topics
including Expressions of Love, Living Your Vocation of
Marriage, 7 Principles of Making Marriage Work, Creating
a Marriage First Aid Kit, and a Couple Prayer and
Commitment Ceremony. Costis $45 per couple. Places are
strictly limited. Bookings are essential. Register now at
parracatholic.org/marriedcouplesretreat/.

Music Workshop for Weddings & Funerals: 10
September All musicians in the diocese are invited to attend
the Office for Worship’s new upcoming music workshop on
10 September at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre from
7pm-8:30pm. Mr Eric Grella will focus this workshop on
choosing music that is suitable forweddings and funerals
and will be present to answer any questions you may have.
Please register via parracatholic.org/music-workshop
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Positions Vacant

Senior Development Manager — Diocese of
Parramatta

Learn more at parracatholic.org/jobs

MET Natural Fertility Session: 7pm via Teams: 10
September Are you looking for help to track your fertility
cycle? Come and explore a Natural, Effective, Healthy and
Scientific approach to achieve, space/avoid pregnancy or
monitor women’s health. Engaged and married couples,
single women, and those wanting to know more about
their menstrual cycles are welcome to attend. If you'd like
to learn the Creighton Model FertilityCare System
https://fccau.org/ this free sessionis valued at $125 and
gives you all the information you need to be ready for
Session 2. To register or for more information visit
parracatholic.org/natural-fertility

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.
If you need assistance call 8861 9777

Mass Roster

Ministry This Week 22"9/23rd August 2026 Next Week 29t"/30th August 2026
5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am

Senior Server F. Le Clerc M. Maclou F. Rodrigues C.Bourne T. Peiris J. Rodrigues
Commentator Youth E. Pasikale J. Thomas A. Lahood K. Wilson P.Lim
Reader 1 Youth O. Saldanha C.Bernard N. Nakhoul J. Suresh A. Rego
Reader 2 Youth K. Wilson M. Tan M. Mathavan F. Lette M. Hili
Data Projectionist | Natasha Lourdes Soballa Jasmine Jedd
Junior Servers C D E A D F
Children’s Liturgy Stella/Sofie Felice/Godley




