
  St Anthony of Padua Parish, Toongabbie 
27 Aurelia St, PO Box 23, Toongabbie 2146 

Office: 04 9631 3316      www.stanthonyschurch.org.au 

 

 

Mass Schedule 

Weekends 

Saturday      09:30AM 

                    05:30 PM Vigil Mass 

Sunday        08:00 AM 

                    10:00 AM 

Weekdays 

Tuesday      07:00 PM 

Wednesday 09:30 AM 

Thursday     09:30 AM 

Friday          09:30 AM 
 

Malayalam Mass 

05:00 PM Every 4th Sunday 

 

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 

Friday 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

 

Rosary 

Wednesday – Saturday 09:00 AM 

Mass and Novena to St Anthony 

Tuesday 07:00 PM 

Marian Prayer Group 

Tuesday 10:00 AM @ St Enda’s Room 

Contact: Marie 04 5712 6044 

Tamil Prayer Group 

Friday 08:00 AM @ St Enda’s Room 

Contact: Tarcisius 04 2369 9146 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 04:45 – 05:15 PM 

or by appointment 

Baptism and Weddings 

Contact Parish office for bookings 

Sacramental Programs 

Contact Sacramental Coordinator for 
details of First Reconciliation, Eucharist 
and Confirmation. 

thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

 

 

 
Parish Staff and Contact Details  

Parish Priest: 

Fr  Joby Kadambattu MS 

frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

Deacon: 

Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson 

charles.hyson@parracatholic.org 

Parish Secretary: 

Mrs Shanika Joseph 

secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

Sacramental and SRE Coordinator 

Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy 

thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

Office Hours: 

Mon – Fri: 09:00 AM – 03:00 PM 

After Hours Emergency Contact: 

02 9631 6420 

 

Hall Hire: 

Charlie 04 9955 7995 

(Temporarily unavailable due to planned 
church renovations) 

 

St Anthony’s Youth 

Insta ID: stay_toongabbie1508 

stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com 

 

St Anthony’s School 

Principal: Patricia Reilly 

02 8843 4600 

 

Piety Shop 

Tuesday – Saturday 10:00 – 11:15 AM 

Saturday after 05:30 PM Vigil 

Sunday 09:00 – 11:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 
Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land 

We acknowledge the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation, the Traditional Custodians of the land                                                                 
on which we celebrate our Eucharist today. In paying respect to their elders,                                                                                                    

we acknowledge that they have occupied and cared for this land over countless generations. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 

“We, the church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realization 
of the Kingdom of God and to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.” 

 

 
Parish Support 
If you would like to support our parish via 
Direct Deposit: 
BSB – 067 950 
Account Number- 0000 0586 
Account Name: Toongabbie Catholic   
Church 

 

Our Commitment to Safeguarding 

At St Anthony’s Parish, Toongabbie we 
are dedicated to creating a safe and 
nurturing environment for all members of 
our community, especially children and 
vulnerable adults. 

Link:Safeguarding | Diocese of Parramatta 

Eighteenth Sunday in ordinary Time (Year A) 02nd August 2026 

  
 

We pray for the sick in our Parish 
 
Maria Vella 
Peter Ranee 
Carole O’Hare 
John Gauci 
Rene Nemorin 
Anthony Al Haddad               
Anna Fernandes 
Sarah Marlin 
Angelo Alexander 
Colleen Davar  
  
 
 

 
Aidan Alexander 
Adrian Nocevski 
Tanya Ambrose 
Katherine S Sheehan 
Alexsis Petrucelli           
Anith Thurairatnam 
Maureen Hanvey 
Rosa di Christoforo 
Gabby Abboud 
Richard Tooker 
 
 

 
Teresa Galea 
Geraldine Halliwell 
Ajith Seema Pillai 
Ranjith Chellappa    
Simon Sherville 
Emma Noney 
Joe (Joseph) Borg   
Dennis Kunder    
Kate Mortimer                 
Rita McCreadie 
 
 

 
Shanji Anthony 
Cecilia Ferrer 
Joseph MacDermid 
Rita David 
Lesley Myers 
John Tynan 
Noe Isotten          
Joe Zahra 
Sarah Sheehan   
Jan Salmon  
  
 

Please notify the parish office if you know of anyone whose name may be removed. 

mailto:frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au
mailto:charles.hyson@parracatholic.org
mailto:secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au
mailto:thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/


Readings and Reflections  

 

 

First Reading                                                         Isaiah 55:1-3 

  

Hasten and eat. 

Thus says the Lord: 

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 
though you have no money, come! 
Buy corn without money, and eat, 
and, at no cost, wine and milk. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, 
your wages on what fails to satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat 
and rich food to enjoy. 
Pay attention, come to me; 
listen, and your soul will live. 
With you I will make an everlasting covenant 
out of the favours promised to David. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

 

Responsorial Psalm                         Ps. 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16 

  

(R.)  The hand of the Lord feeds us: 

        he answers all our needs. 

1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.) 

2. The eyes of all creatures look to you  
and you give them their food in due time. 
You open wide your hand, 
grant the desires of all who live. (R.) 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways  
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
call on him from their hearts. (R.) 

  

 

Second Reading                                      Romans 8: 35. 37-39 

 

No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ. 

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we 
are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking food or 
clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are the trials 
through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us. 

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, 
nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height 
or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come between us and 
the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation      

Alleluia, alleluia! 

No one lives on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                                                          Matthew 14: 13-21 

  

They all ate and were satisfied. 

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he 
withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they could be by 
themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, 
went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large 
crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick. 

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is 
a lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so send the people 
away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some 
food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give them 
something to eat yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have 
with us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here to me,’ he 
said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down on the 
grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish, raised his 
eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he 
handed them to his disciples who gave them to the crowds. They 
all ate as much as they wanted, and they collected the scraps 
remaining, twelve baskets full. Those who ate numbered about 
five thousand men, to say nothing of women and children. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection 

Feeding of the Hungry Crowd 

Note the disciples’ reaction to the plight of the hungry crowd: 
‘Send the people away so that they can buy.’ The disciples have 
gone for the fix which puts no responsibility on them. They are 
willing to entrust the hungry crowd to market forces. Those with 
money can eat: those without, can’t. For the disciples, money and 

commerce are the answers to hunger. 

Jesus rejects that solution. ‘There is no need for them to go; give 
them something to eat yourselves.’ The solution to the hunger of 
that crowd was to give generously what little the disciples had. 
What they could have kept for themselves was to become gift. 
Once the disciples were in Jesus’ frame of mind, the hunger of 
the crowd was satisfied. How did this come about? The answer 
lay in human cooperation with the impulse of Divine generosity 
which knows no limits. The story simply says that Jesus blessed 
and broke the loaves ‘and handed them to his disciples who gave 
them to the crowd.’ Jesus depended on the disciples to obey him: 

‘Give them something to eat yourselves’. 

Jesus still looks with gut-wrenching compassion on those who are 
hungry in our own society and throughout the world. If we answer 
that market forces will suffice, Jesus will reject our answer as 
decisively as he rejected the answer of his earliest disciples. We 
have to take responsibility to share what we have, to be generous 
with what we have. After all, Jesus, Our Lord and Master, 
commands us: ‘Give them something to eat yourselves’. Note 
how Jesus blessed those loaves and broke them before they were 
distributed, which reminds us of the words of Pedro Arrupe, 
former General of the Jesuits, ‘Eucharist will never be complete 

so long as people still go hungry in the world.’ 

We could pause for a moment at Mass to ask: Who are those 
hungry people crowding in on us, and then pray that we may 
respond to them as our Lord commanded, so that the hungers of 
the crowd, and our hunger to really follow our Lord, will be 
satisfied.    

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com (Extract from Liturgy Help.com) 

mailto:mtate@bigpond.com


Parish and Diocese News 
 

Parish Planned-Giving Envelopes There are still a small 
number of planned giving envelopes waiting to be collected from 
the foyer. If you would no longer like to be part of the planned 
giving envelope program and would like to move to direct debit, 
please inform the office. 

 
Liturgy Committee Meeting 25 July 2026 

• The St. Anthony Feast Day Mass and Triduum masses were 
well attended with 1,000 plus parishioners and devotees 
attending the feast day mass in the evening.  Morning mass 
on feast day was attended by approximately 300 parishioners 
and devotees. A big Thank You for all those who assisted 
and supported in many ways throughout the Feast Day 
Triduum. 

• Feast Days and Solemnities that fall on a Monday need to be 
promoted as very few attend these important church days. 

• Preparation for upcoming feasts such as St. Mary of the 
Cross Mackillop, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 
Francis of Assisi, All Saints and All Souls were discussed 
including Father’s Day celebration.  Further information will 
be provided in the bulletin. 

• We will be seeking volunteers when changing Liturgical 
colours (white, red, purple, green) during major celebrations 
including decoration of the Sanctuary (Altar). 

• Transition from the church to the hall during renovation was 
discussed.  Meetings will occur during this transition to 
ensure that Holy Mass will be celebrated without or minimal 
disruption. 

• Thank so much Bill Ryan and Kevin Wilson for Chairing the 
Liturgy Committee over the years. Erick Opena and Debbie 
Adams are the new Chair and Deputy Chair, respectively, of 
the Liturgy Committee. 

 

Church Renovation Donations towards the upcoming church 
renovation can be made using the TAP & GO machine in the 
Church foyer near the Statue of Our Lady. We thank you for your 
generosity and continued support.  
 

Please Consider Giving Online You can also support the parish 
by using the Tap & Go Machines: The machine’s amount is 
variable; please use the screen to donate the amount you wish to 
give. It also accepts Apple Pay; Google Pay and Pay Wave. All 
contributions go to the maintenance and development of the 
Parish as does the second collection at weekend Masses. 
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an option if 
you wish to do cashless donation to the parish, forms are 
available in the parish office.  
 

Feast Day Masses in August 

• Feast of The Transfiguration of the Lord                                  
6th August - 9.30am 

• Feast of St Mary of the Cross, Mackillop                                 
8th August - 9.30am 

• Feast of The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary            
15th August - 9.30am  

 
Parish Library "The Parish Library that is in the Hall, has been 
very rarely used. As the Hall will soon be used as our Church, we 
need to close this facility. 
If anyone would like to take any of the books etc please do so. It 
is our intention to discard any books that are still left after 14 days 
from the weekend of 18th/19th July." 

 

Positions Vacant 

• Sacramental Coordinator - St Nicholas Myra Parish, Penrith  

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs  

 

Aira Oswald Alexander 
Brielle Iris Baptista 

Hannah Ali 
Sarah Ali 

Vihaan Roni 
These children received  

the sacrament of baptism on 26th July 2026 

 

Church Renovation: As we move closer to the start of our 
Church renovation, we will need assistance moving items to the 
Parish Hall, which will serve as our temporary Church during the 
works. If you are able to help in any way, please add your name 
to the lists available with the wardens at the Aurelia Street 
entrance and in the courtyard cabinet. 
Please include your contact details, your general availability — for 
example, weekdays MTWTF or weekends SS — and a brief note 
about how you can assist, such as moving furniture, helping with 

linen, or general cleaning. 

 
Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities There are 
several face-to-face Safeguarding Training opportunities 
available at several parishes.  
Please register directly for this training or look for convenient 
dates and locations by clicking on the training event at: 
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-
training. For more information,  
mail: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 

Vespers of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop with Diocesan 
Awards 7 August: You are warmly invited to join us for the annual 
Diocesan Awards & Vespers of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop on 
Friday, 7 August at 7pm, to be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta. This special evening begins with Vespers (a liturgy of 
evening prayer) in the Cathedral and celebrates the outstanding 
contributions and dedication of individuals and communities 
within our Diocese. You can read more about the Awards on the 
Diocese of Parramatta website: parracatholic.org/papal-

diocesan-awards/ 

 

Get #Active4Vocations Spur on Bishop Vincent and our Holy 
Spirit Seminarians: This National Vocations Awareness Week, 
Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv and our Holy Spirit Seminarians 
will get #Active4Vocations in City2Surf on Sunday 9 August. 
Please pray for vacations and support our seminarians as they 
take on the 14km journey from Sydney to Bondi to promote 
priestly vocations. Spur them on with a donation at 
tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations. If you feel called to the priesthood, 

visit parracatholic.org/contribute/discern-my-vocation/priesthood 

 
St Carlo Acutis’s Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition Designed by 
St Carlo Acutis, the first millennial saint, this exhibition documents 
reported Eucharistic miracles from around the world, and it is 
touring parishes right across our Diocese. Next, it comes to Our 
Lady of the Angels, Rouse Hill, from 9-23 August. Students, 
teachers and parishioners are invited, entry is free and no 
bookings are required. To see where the exhibition is heading 
next across the Diocese, visit https://parracatholic.org/iec2028/ 

 
From stories to solidarity  A table talk on Homelessness: 9 
August - Join us for an afternoon of conversation, connection and 
community as we explore how relationships can inspire 
meaningful action on housing insecurity and homelessness. What 
is the call to us as members of the Diocese of Parramatta? What 
strategies can we put in place? What to Expect: Light 
refreshments, Table conversations in mixed groups, Practical 
action we can take together. All are welcome! Please register 
at https://parracatholic.org/events/pje-table-talk-homelessness/ 

Congratulations! 

mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.org/events/pje-table-talk-homelessness/


 

Adult Confirmations 2026 The Office for Worship will host a 
Catechesis and Formation Day for those candidates (16+) 
interested in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. 
Held on Saturday 29 August, 9.30am – 2.00pm at Bishop Bede 
Heather Centre, Blacktown. A light lunch will be provided. It is 
recommended that all sponsors attend the catechesis day. A 
contribution of $40 is suggested from the candidates to assist in 
covering the Catechesis Day. The Confirmation will take place on 
Tuesday 1 September 2026 at 7:30pm at the St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta. Please Note: Enrolment forms and a copy 
of Baptismal Certificates should be sent to OFW before Monday 
18 August 2026. For more information, please contact the Office 
for Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795 

 

Bishop Vincent Presents: Vatican correspondent Gerard 
O’Connell and Elisabetta Pique: 26 August - Bishop Vincent, in 
partnership with the University of Notre Dame Australia and 
Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese, warmly invites all to a 
special public lecture featuring two of the world’s most respected 
Vatican journalists, Gerard O’Connell and Elisabetta Piqué. Hear 
their insider’s account of the historic transition from Pope Francis 
to Pope Leo XIV. Wednesday 26 August, 6:00–8:00pm, at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Cloister Hall, 1 Marist Pl, Parramatta. All are 
welcome. Register at parracatholic.org/oconnellpique. 

 
Annual African Mass 2026 27 September - The African Catholic 
communities of the Diocese of Parramatta, in collaboration with 
the Diocesan Office for Migrant Chaplaincies and the Nigerian 
and Ghanaian Chaplaincies, warmly invite you to the African 
Mass 2026. Join us on Sunday 27 September from 1pm–5pm at 
Mary Queen of the Family Parish (St Patrick’s Church), 51–59 
Allawah Street, Blacktown, for a vibrant celebration of faith, 
culture and community. Refreshments and entertainment will be 
provided following Mass. All are welcome. 

 

 

Diocese of Parramatta World Youth Day Seoul 2027 Launch: 
12 August - Come and discover the pilgrimage to the 17th 
International World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea (26 July – 
11 August 2027), themed “Take courage! I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). Join us for an inspiring evening to learn about 
the pilgrimage, hear testimonies from past pilgrims, explore the 
faith and culture of the Korean Church, and enjoy fellowship with 
other young people. Date: 12 August 2026 Doors open at 6:30pm. 
Venue: Nagle College, 58A Orwell Street, Blacktown Register 
today at parracatholic.org/events/wyd27-launch/ We look  
forward to welcoming you! 

 
 
Eucharist28 Update This is My Body, Given For You - The 
International Eucharistic Congress in Sydney in 2028 
(‘Eucharist28’) will be a global gathering of the Church centered 
on the Eucharist, the source and summit of our Christian lives, 
culminating in a Papal Mass with Pope Leo XIV. It will be a festival 
of faith, rich with worship, prayer, testimonies, art, music – a truly 
‘once in a lifetime’ experience, and a transformative moment for 
our nation. For catechetical material to help your parish and 
community prepare for this moment, head 
to eucharist28.org/resources  

 
Mass Roster 

Ministry This Week 1st/2nd August 2026 Next Week 8th/9th August 2026 

 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 

Senior Server C Bourne E Opena A Winton F Le Clerc T Peiris A Prabaharan 

Commentator A Lahood D Fernandes J Wharton L D’vine M Palmer M Hili 

Reader 1 M Mathavan I Gomes C. Pereira M D’Souza J Olivera E Chand 

Reader 2 N Nakhoul C. Bugeja T Sebastian J Buttigieg A Gomes S Kenny 

Data Projectionist Mary  Jedd Nicole  Rochelle 

Junior Servers C D E A D F 
Children’s Liturgy   Stella/Sofie   Felice/Sofie 


