StAntllony of Padua Farish Toongabbie

27 Aurelia Street, P.O. Box 23, Toongabbie 2146
* Office Tel: 9631 3316 *

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

Emergency 9631 6420 *

26TH JULY 2026 |
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STAT EMENT

MisSIoN

We, the Church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realisation
of the Kingdom of God and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Parish Staff

Fr Joby Kadambattu MS
Parish Priest
frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org

Mrs Shanika Joseph
Parish Secretary
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy
Sacramental and SRE Co Ordinator
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Office Hours
Monday and Wednesday 9am - 3pm

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am - 4pm
After Hours Emergency 02 9631 6420

Hall Hire Charlie 0499 557 995
Not available due to planned church
renovations.

St Anthony’s School
School Principal: Patricia Reilly

Phone: 8843 4600

St Anthonys Youth
Insta ID : stay toongabbiel 508
email: stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com

Mass Times

Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 9.30am

Malayalam Mass Spm every 4th Sunday

Baptisms & Weddings
By arrangement.
Ring parish office for more information

Reconciliation
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm or by arrangement

Rosary
Wednesday to Saturday — 9am

Exposition
Friday 10am to 11am

Mass & Novena to St Anthony
Tuesday -7pm

Marian Prayer Group
Tuesday 10am St Enda’s Room
(Marie: 0457 126 044)

Tamil Prayer Group
Friday 8.00pm St Enda’s Room
(Tarcisius: 0423 699 146)

Piety Shop

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am -11.15am
Saturday after 5.30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 9.00am - 11.30am

If you wish to Support the parish
Via Direct Deposit:

BSB - 067 950
Account Number - 0000 0586
AC Name -Toongabbie Catholic Church

MASS ROSTER This Week 25th/26th July 2026 Next Week 1st/2nd August 2026
5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am
Senior Server P. Vella M. Maclou Anthony C. Bourne E. Opena A. Winton
Commentator Youth 0. Saldanha A. Rego A. Lahood D. Fernandes J. Wharton
Reader 1 Youth M. Palmer S. Kenny M. Mathavan I. Gomes C. Pereira
Reader 2 Youth C. Molloy C. Bernard N. Nakhoul C. Bugeja T. Sebastian
Data Projectionist Carol Lourdes Mary Jedd
Junior Servers B D G C D E
Children’s Liturgy Rochelle/Sofie Stella/Godley

Pope Leo’s prayer to St. Francis: a call to peace in a divided world
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, intercede for us
before the Lord. You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, teach us to seek in him the source of all
reconciliation that breaks down every wall. You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding, give us the
courage to build bridges where the world raises up boundaries. In this time afflicted by conflict and division, intercede for us
so that we may become peacemakers: unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH:

Maria VELLA Aidan ALEXANDER Teresa GALEA Shanji ANTHONY Colleen DAVAR
Peter RANEE Adrian NOCEVSKI Geraldine HALLIWELL Cecilia FERRER Richard TOOKER
Carole O’HARE Tanya AMBROSE Ajith SEEMAMPILLAI Joseph MACDERMID  Rita McCREADIE
John GAUCI Katherine S. SHEEHAN Ranjlth CHELLAPPA Rita DAVID Joe ZAHRA

Rene NEMORIN Alexsis PETRUCELLI Simon SHERVILLE Lesley MYERS

Anthony AL HADDAD  Anith THURAIRATNAM Emma NONEY John TYNAN

Anna FERNANDES Maureen HANVEY Joe (Joseph BORG Noe ISOTTEN

Sarah MARLIN Rosa DI CHRISTOFORO  Dennis DER Sarah SHEEHAN

Angelo ALEXANDER  Gabby ABBOUD Kate MORTIMER Jan SALMON

Please advise the parish office if you know of anyone on the sick list whose name could be removed.

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land
We acknowledge the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation, on whose land we celebrate the Eucharist today.
We pray that in acknowledging the truth and learning from our past wrongs,
we may grow into a more united multicultural country.
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Parish Planned Giving Envelopes for the new
Financial year - There are still a small number of

E%f‘gg%%g%@ planned giving envelopes waiting to be collected

from the foyer. If you would no longer like to be
part of the planned giving envelope program and would
like to move to direct debit, please let the office know

CREATIVE ARTS’ GROUP - Our classes will resumed last
Friday 24" July 2026. Time: commencing at 10.00am and
concluding at 12.30pm. The dates for this term are as follows:
July 24™ August 7" and 21%, September 4™ and 18™.

We are always happy for newcomers to join our group. We are
currently enjoying the making of greeting cards, but we have
previously had ladies who enjoyed knitting/crocheting so if
this is the craft you enjoy, we welcome you.

Any enquiries please call, Jane: 9688 1682, or Debbie:
0410302739 or Vicki: 0414671514

Feast Day Masses in August

¢ The Transfiguration of the Lord - 6th August - 9.30am

e St Mary of the Cross - 8th August - 9.30am

e The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 15th August -
9.30am

e The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 22nd August -
9.30am

e The Passion of St John the Baptist - 29th August - 9.30am

Positions Vacant:

e Sacramental Coordinator - St Nicholas Myra Parish, Penrith
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

RCIA Seminars for parish coordinators: 29 July & 5
August - The Office for Worship team is hosting two seminars

for RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) coordinators
to come together to learn and ask questions about how to run
an RCIA program in their parish. These workshops will be
held on Wednesdays 29 July and 5 August at the Bishop Bede
Heather Centre, Blacktown at 7pm. For more information and
to register please see the website https://parracatholic.org/
connect/events/?topic=rcia or ofw@parracatholic.org or
0460 037 795.

Get #Active4Vocations: Spur on our City2Surf team and
Holy Spirit Seminarians - This National Vocations Awareness
Week, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv and our Holy Spirit
Seminarians will get #Active4Vocations in City2Surf on
Sunday 9 August. Please pray for vocations and support our
seminarians as they take on the 14km journey from Sydney to
Bondi to promote priestly vocations. Spur them on with a
donation at tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations. If you feel called to
the priesthood, visit parracatholic.org/contribute/discern-
my-vocation/priesthood

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.

If you need assistance call 8861 9777

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
You can also supﬁortt € parish by using the:
Tap & Go Machines. The machine amount is
variable, please use the screen to donate the
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple Pay, Google
Pay and Pay Wave. All contributions go to the maintenance
and development of the Parish as does the second collection
at weekend Masses.
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an
option if you wish to do cashless donation to the parish,
forms are available in the parish office.
Church Renovation - The Machine placed in the Church
foyer/main enfrance near the Our Lady Statute is
allocated for donations toward the upcoming Church
Renovations. We thank you for your generosity and
continued support.

Please see the notice boards for information on the next
sacramental program at our parish. Alternately email
Jini Joy, the parish sacramental coordinator at
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

From stories to solidarity — A table talk on Homelessness:
9 August - Join us for an afternoon of conversation,
connection and community as we explore how relationships
can inspire meaningful action on housing insecurity and
homelessness. What is the call to us as members of the
Diocese of Parramatta? What strategies can we put in
place? What to Expect: Light refreshments, Table
conversations in mixed groups, Practical action we can take
together. All are welcome! Please register at https://
parracatholic.org/events/pje-table-talk-homelessness/

Diocese of Parramatta World Youth
Day Seoul 2027 Launch: 12 August -
Come and discover the pilgrimage to the
17th International World Youth Day in
Seoul, South Korea (26 July — 11 August
2027), themed “Take courage! I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33). Join us for an inspiring evening to learn
about the pilgrimage, hear testimonies from past pilgrims,
explore the faith and culture of the Korean Church, and enjoy
fellowship with other young people. Date: 12 August 2026
Doors open at 6:30pm. Venue: Nagle College, 5S§8A Orwell
Street, Blacktown Register today at parracatholic.org/events/
wyd27-launch/ We look forward to welcoming you!
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SEOUL
2027

St Carlo Acutis’s Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition -
Designed by St Carlo Acutis, the first millennial saint, this
exhibition documents reported Eucharistic miracles from
around the world, and it is touring parishes right across our
Diocese. Next, it comes to Our Lady of the Angels, Rouse
Hill, from 9-23 August. Students, teachers and parishioners
are invited, entry is free and no bookings are required. To see
where the exhibition is heading next across the Diocese,
visit https://parracatholic.org/iec2028/

Parish Library - "The Parish Library that is in the Hall, has
been very rarely used. As the Hall will soon be used as our
Church, we need to close this facility.

If anyone would like to take any of the books etc please do
so. It is our intention to discard any books that are still left
after 14 days from the weekend of 18th/19th July."

REFLECTION

The Language of Heaven
A burning rubbish tip in Jerusalem (Gehenna) provided Jesus
with one image of Hell. Here is St John Henry Newman’s
image of Hell.
Have you travelled to a foreign country and can’t speak the
language? There would be lots of weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
What if you were born with a good ear for languages, but had
deliberately never learnt the language of that other place? You
would only have yourself to blame. It would be a living hell.
That is what happens at death. The soul is suddenly
transported to a different dimension of existence, and it can be
either heavenly or hellish depending on the choices and
actions of a lifetime.
So, our lifetime project is to ‘learn the language of heaven’.
We can mainly do this by following the story of Jesus, the
Word of God, the perfect conversation between humanity and
God.
We could pause for a moment to move from incommunicado
to communion by learning and practising the language of
Heaven.

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

(Extract from Liturgy Help.com)



https://parracatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66cd269cd75f8a655b1751607&id=b1b203389a&e=8f2a9f5f92

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

26TH JULY 2026

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5.7-12

You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said,
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.” Solomon
replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant
king in succession to David my father. But I am a very
young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds
himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have
chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be counted
or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand
how to discern between good and evil, for who could
govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since
you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for
long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your
enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you a
heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and
none will have after you.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(R.)
1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold. (R.)

2. Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and I shall live
for your law is my delight. (R.)

Ps 118:57. 72.76-77. 127-130. R. v.97

Lord, I love your commands.

3. That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold.
That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
I hate false ways. (R.)

4. Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. (R.)

Romans 8:28-30

He predestined us to become true images of his Son.
We know that by turning everything to their good God
co-operates with all those who love him, with all those
that he has called according to his purpose. They are the
ones he chose specially long ago and intended to become
true images of his Son, so that his Son might be the
eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended for
this; those he called he justified, and with those he
justified he shared his glory.

SECOND READING

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones

the mysteries of the kingdom.

Alleluia!

MATTHEW 13:44-52

He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he
hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns
and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value
he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into
the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full,
the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they
collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those
that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time:
the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the
just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.” And he
said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a
disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder
who brings out from his storeroom things both new and
old.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL

First Parable

The Hidden
Treasure

Matthew
13:44
Second Parable

The Pearl
Merchant

Matthew
13:45-46

Third Parable

The Net




Eucharist28 Update — This is My Body, Given For You -
The International Eucharistic Congress in Sydney in 2028
(‘Eucharist28’) will be a global gathering of the Church
centred on the Eucharist, the source and summit of our
Christian lives, culminating in a Papal Mass with Pope
Leo XIV. It will be a festival of faith, rich with worship,
prayer, testimonies, art, music — a truly ‘once in a lifetime’
experience, and a transformative moment for our nation.
For catechetical material to help your parish and
community prepare for this moment, head
to eucharist28.org/resources

Annual African Mass 2026: 27 September - The
African Catholic communities of the Diocese of
Parramatta, in collaboration with the Diocesan Office for
Migrant Chaplaincies and the Nigerian and Ghanaian
Chaplaincies, warmly invite you to the African Mass
2026. Join us on Sunday 27 September from 1pm—5pm at
Mary Queen of the Family Parish (St Patrick’s Church),
51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown, for a vibrant
celebration of faith, culture and community. Refreshments
and entertainment will be provided following Mass. All
are welcome.

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

What did the man do after he found the treasure hidden
in the field? Use the key below to decipher the code.
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Adult Confirmations 2026 - The Office for
$=— ~| Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation
Day for those candidates (16+) interested in
’] r receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this
year. Held on Saturday 29 August, 9.30am —
2.00pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. A
light lunch will be provided. It is recommended that all
sponsors attend the catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is
suggested from the candidates to assist in covering the
Catechesis Day. The Confirmation will take place on
Tuesday 1 September 2026 at 7:30pm at the St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta. Please Note: Enrolment forms and a
copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent to OFW
before Monday 18 August 2026. For more information,
please contact the Office for
Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.
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You are invited to attend a

Saturday 5th September 2026

Bishop Bede Heather Centre,
1 Marion Street, Blacktown

8:30am to 4:30pm

$45 per couple
Bookings essential
Places strictly limited
Register at:

parr:

Living your
Vocation of
Marriage

7 Principles of
making Marriage
Work

Creating a

Marriage First
Aid Kit

org/marri etreat/

Couple Prayer
-+ Commitment
Ceremony
+ Mass with
~ Bishop Vincent

ortunities -
There are several face-to-face Safeguarding Training op-
portunities available at several parishes. Please register
directly for this training or for other convenient dates and
locations by clicking on the training event at: https://
parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding
-training. For more information,
mail: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training O

Mt 13:44-46 © Crestive Minlstry Resources 2005

-~ 10-13 September 2026
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— THE MUSICAL —
The story of Jesus, through the eyes of Peter

© SPECIALPARISH
 GROUP OFFER g

*'*‘f Discounted Price'
Don't miss out! Book Now Q Lt
0}, #:200]
@ scANTOBOOK . H s
YOUR GROUP TODAY! &
i
@www.bethewi!ness.com.au @g d

With the support and
of Bishop Vincent Long

Presented by Mary, Queen of the
Family Parish, Blacktown
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