
 

 

Parish Staff 
 
Fr  Joby Kadambattu MS  
Parish Priest 
frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson  
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org  
 
Mrs Shanika Joseph  
Parish Secretary 
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy 
Sacramental and SRE Co Ordinator 
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Office Hours 
Monday and Wednesday            9am - 3pm 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   9am - 4pm 
 
After Hours Emergency  02 9631 6420 

 
Hall Hire             Charlie  0499 557 995 

St Anthony’s School  
School Principal:  Patricia Reilly   
Phone:  8843 4600 
 

St Anthonys Youth  
Insta ID : stay_toongabbie1508  
email: stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptisms & Weddings   
By arrangement.  
Ring parish office for more information 
 
Reconciliation   
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm or by arrangement 
 
Rosary 
Wednesday to Saturday – 9am 

Exposition   
Friday 10am to 11am  
 
Mass & Novena to St Anthony 
Tuesday -7pm  
 
Marian Prayer Group  
Tuesday 10am St Enda’s Room            
(Marie: 0457 126 044) 
 
Tamil Prayer Group 
Friday 8.00pm St Enda’s Room 
(Tarcisius: 0423 699 146) 
 
Piety Shop 

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am -11.15am 
Saturday after 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
Sunday 9.00am - 11.30am 
 
 
 

 
St Anthony of Padua Parish  Toongabbie        

   27 Aurelia Street, P.O. Box 23, Toongabbie 2146                                           

 *  Office Tel:  9631 3316  *    Emergency  9631 6420  *   

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A                                                      28TH JUNE 2026 

We, the Church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realisation  
 of the Kingdom of God and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

If you wish to Support the parish 

Via Direct Deposit: 
 
BSB - 067 950 
Account Number - 0000 0586 
AC Name -Toongabbie Catholic Church 

Mass Times 
Saturday            5:30pm Vigil  
Sunday         8.00am, 10.00am 
Tuesday                         7.00pm 
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat           9.30am 
 
Malayalam Mass 5pm every 4th Sunday 

MASS ROSTER          This Week  27th/28th June 2026 Next Week   4th/5th July 2026 

 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 

Senior Server C. Bourne M. Maclou K. Steele P. Vella E.Opena K. Steele 

Commentator Youth I. Gomes C. Bernard M. Nakhoul C. Molloy E. Chand 

Reader 1 D. Fernandes E. Chand L. D'vine I. Gomes F. Rodrigues Youth 

Reader 2 E. Pasikale C. Pereira V. Adams S. Benjamin M. Hili Youth 

Data Projectionist Lauren   Soballa Jasmine Jedd 

Junior Servers A E G B D H 

Children’s Liturgy   Felice/Sofie   School Break 

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land 
As we unite in this Eucharistic celebration, we acknowledge that we are on the country  

of the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation.  
We pay respect to their elders, past and present.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK  IN OUR  PARISH:    

Maria VELLA 
Peter RANEE 
Carole O’HARE 
John GAUCI 
Rene NEMORIN 
Anthony AL_HADDAD               
Anna FERNANDES 
Sarah MARLIN 
Angelo ALEXANDER 

Aidan ALEXANDER 
Adrian NOCEVSKI 
Tanya AMBROSE 
Katherine S. SHEEHAN 
Alexsis PETRUCELLI           
Anith THURAIRATNAM 
Maureen HANVEY 
Rosa DI CHRISTOFORO 
Gabby ABBOUD 

Lylette MATHIEU 
Teresa GALEA 
Geraldine HALLIWELL 
Ajith SEEMAMPILLAI 
Ranjith CHELLAPPA   
Simon SHERVILLE 
Emma NONEY 
Joe (Joseph) BORG   
Dennis KUNDER     

Kate MORTIMER               
Shanji ANTHONY 
Cecilia FERRER 
Joseph MACDERMID 
Rita DAVID 
Lesley MYERS 
John TYNAN 
Noe ISOTTEN          
Sarah SHEEHAN         

Jan SALMON  
Colleen DAVAR  
Richard TOOKER 
Rita McCREADIE 
 

Please advise the parish office if you know of anyone on the sick list whose name could be removed.   

Pope Leo’s prayer to St. Francis: a call to peace in a divided world 
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, intercede for us            

before the Lord. You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, teach us to seek in him the source of all                           
reconciliation that breaks down every wall. You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding, give us the 

courage to build bridges where the world raises up boundaries. In this time afflicted by conflict and division, intercede for us  
so that we may become peacemakers: unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. Amen. 
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Peter’s Pence Collection - will be taken up this 
weekend of 27th/28th June. Please place your 
donation in baskets provided at the doors as you 
leave at the end of Mass. Your generosity is most 
appreciated.  

Peter’s Pence is the name for the financial help offered by the 
faithful to the Holy Father in support of his apostolic and 
charitable missions in favour of the universal Church and the 
entire world. Each donation, small or large has a powerful 
symbolic value - it is a concrete sign of the communion with 
the Holy Father.  

 
“Thank you” - to everyone who donated last 
weekend to SVDP & St Anthony’s Primary Mini 
Vinnies Winter Appeal. If you were unable to do so 
last weekend envelopes are available in the foyer or 
courtyard.  
 
Parish Planned Giving Envelopes for the new 
Financial year are available in the foyer. Please 
collect your boxes as per your name based on the 
new number allocation. 

 

Solemnity of Sts Peter & Paul, Apostles - will 
be celebrated with Mass on Monday 29th June at 
9.30am 

 
 

Tri-Diocesan Social Justice Dinner: 1 July - Parishioners 
across the three Sydney dioceses are welcome to attend the 
2026 Tri-diocesan Social Justice Dinner, to be hosted at All 
Saints parish hall in Liverpool on Wednesday 1 July. We will 
hear about the stubborn persistence of slave-like working 
conditions even in modern Sydney, most often experienced by 
new migrants, and we will reflect on the role church 
communities can play in helping victims to become aware of 
their rights at work and escape situations of exploitation. Free 
to attend, registration is essential https://
events.humanitix.com/tri-diocesan-social-justice-dinner-
2026 
 
 

Holy Hour for Vocations at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Seven Hills: 2 July - Join us for 
Eucharistic Adoration with the Sisters of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth. An hour with Jesus in prayer 
and adoration followed by a fellowship at 7pm at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Seven Hills. 
All are warmly welcome. 

 
 
Positions Vacant:  
• Parish Secretary – St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta 
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 
 

MET Natural Fertility Seminar – Introductory Session for 
Couples Hoping to Conceive: 8 July - Hear about Restorative 
Reproductive Medicine and natural methods of achieving 
pregnancy www.fccau.org on Wednesday 8 July 7-8pm via 
Teams (online). This session is of particular interest to couples 
that are trying to conceive a child where they may have 
infertility issues and are seeking medical intervention to help 
them. To register visit parracatholic.org/natural-fertility   
 
MET Natural Fertility | Billings Ovulation Method® 
Initial Instruction: 7:30pm, 7 July - Track your fertility 
cycle, space out pregnancies and identify the best time to 
achieve pregnancy. Following this instruction, you’ll be set up 
to chart immediately. The session will be via Teams. For more 
information and to register, please visit parracatholic.org/
natural-fertility 

 
 
Catholic Outlook  - Free copies of the Winter 
Edition of the Catholic Outlook Magazine is 
now available in the foyer and courtyard. Please 
take one.  
 

 
Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities - There 
are several face-to-face Safeguarding Training opportunities 
are available at several parishes. Please register directly for 
this training or for other convenient dates and locations by 
clicking on the training event at: https://parracatholic.org/
connect/events/?series=safeguarding-training. For more 
information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 

 
Eucharistic Congress 2028 – Hearts Set  
Ablaze! The International Eucharistic Congress in 
Sydney in 2028 (‘Eucharist28’) will be a global 
gathering of the Church centred on the Eucharist, 
the source and summit of our Christian lives, 
culminating in a Papal Mass with Pope Leo XIV. 

It will be a festival of faith, rich with worship, prayer, 
testimonies, art, music – a truly ‘once in a lifetime’ 
experience, and a transformative moment for our nation. For 
more information and regular updates, please register on the 
website: eucharist28.org  

 
Sistine Chapel Revelations – An Immersive 
Exhibition: concluded on 19 July 2026- 
Experience the Sistine Chapel: 
Revelations immersive exhibition at St Mary’s 
Cathedral forecourt, Sydney. Discover 
breathtaking digital recreations, sacred art, and the 

story of salvation. Book tickets 
at sistinechapelsydney.com.au. 
 
 

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.  
If you need assistance call 8861 9777 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING  
You can also support the parish by using the:  
Tap & Go Machines. The machine amount is 
variable, please use the screen to donate the 
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple Pay, Google 
Pay and Pay Wave. All contributions go to the maintenance 
and development of the Parish as does the second collection 
at weekend Masses.  
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an 
option if you wish to do cashless donation to the parish, 
forms are available in the parish office.  
Church Renovation - The Machine placed in the Church 
foyer/main entrance near the Our Lady Statute is 
allocated for donations toward the upcoming Church 
Renovations. We thank you for your generosity and 
continued support.  

Sacraments at St Anthony of Padua 

Please see the notice boards for information on the next 
sacramental program at our parish. Alternately  email 

Jini Joy,  the parish sacramental coordinator at  
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

https://parracatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66cd269cd75f8a655b1751607&id=b1b203389a&e=8f2a9f5f92


First Reading                             2 Kings 4:8-11. 14-16 
 
That is the holy man of God, let him remain there. 
One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a woman 
of rank who lived there pressed him to stay and eat there. 
After this he always broke his journey for a meal when 
he passed that way. She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am 
sure the man who is constantly passing our way must be 
a holy man of God. Let us build him a small room on the 
roof, and put him a bed in it, and a table and chair and 
lamp; whenever he comes to us he can rest there.’ 
One day when he came, he retired to the upper room and 
lay down. ‘What can be done for her?’ he asked. Gehazi 
(his servant) answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her 
husband is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The servant 
called her and she stood at the door. ‘This time next 
year,’ Elisha said ‘you will hold a son in your arms.’ 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm               Ps 88:2-3. 16-19. R. v.2 
 
(R.)  Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;  
 through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 
 Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 
 that your truth is firmly established  
 as the heavens. (R.) 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king,  
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice the source of their bliss. (R.) 

3.  For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their 
strength;  
it is by your favour that our might is exalted: 
for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord; 
our king in the keeping  
of the Holy One of Israel. (R.) 

 
Second Reading                             Romans 6:3-4. 8-11 
 
Having been buried with him through baptism, we 
shall walk in a new life. 
When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised 
in his death; in other words, when we were baptised we 
went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s 
glory, we too might live a new life. 
But we believe that having died with Christ we shall 
return to life with him: Christ, as we know, having been 
raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no 
power over him any more. When he died, he died, once 
for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that 
way, you too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin 
but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation            
Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people. 
Praise God who called you out of darkness and into his 
marvellous light. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                         Matthew 10:37-42 
 
Anyone who does not accept his cross is not worthy of 
me. Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me. 
Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who 
prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of me. 
Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy 
of me. Anyone who does not take his cross and follow in 
my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his 
life will lose it; anyone who loses his life for my sake 
will find it. 
‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those 
who welcome me welcome the one who sent me. 
‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a 
prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who 
welcomes a holy man because he is a holy man will have 
a holy man’s reward. 
‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell you 
solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Reflection 
 
Christianity not a Cult 
In the early Church, Christianity ripped families apart. Good 
Jewish families would have been appalled to see their sons 
and daughters go off to follow a crucified blasphemer. Good 
reason to keep apart in the synagogue, avoiding damnable 
pollution. This sectarianism contrasted with the Christians 
who fearlessly went out into the world. 
St John Paul II personified what it is to be Catholic. But, he 
pressed a prayer into a crack in the Wailing Wall in 
Jerusalem and as an old man shuffled across the floor of a 
Mosque in Syria. 
Of course, there was no compromise of belief and faith in 
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, denied by both 
Jews and Muslims. But his actions were not those of one 
with the siege mentality of the member of a cult. Rather, he 
was able to respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit to 
take these steps recognising what was good amongst the 
adherents of those faiths. 
We could pause for a moment to implore the Holy Spirit to 
break us out from any constricting cult-like tendencies so 
that we can go out into the world powerfully proclaiming 
the resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
(Extract from Liturgy Help.com) 



CYP Annual LIFTED Retreat for 18-35’s: 3-5 July - 
Join young people from Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains at Catholic Youth Parramatta’s annual 
LIFTED Retreat for 18–35-year-olds. (3-5 July at 
Benedict XVI Retreat Centre, Grose Vale.) Together we 
will enter a weekend of connection, prayer and 
reflection on the theme of Abundance, inspired by John 
10:10. Whether you’re just beginning your faith journey, 
looking for community or need a mid-year renewal, the 
LIFTED Retreat welcomes you with open arms. Limited 
spots available. Registrations close 19 
June. parracatholic.org/events/lifted-young-adults 

 
Sing a New Song – Music Workshop 
for Children: 14 July Do you have a 
child in Year 4-12? Invite them to 
come along to our ‘Sing A New Song 
Holiday Music Workshop’, for a fun 
day of singing and exploration of 
sacred music. When: Tuesday 14 July 
2026, 9.30am-2pm Where: St Patrick’s 

Cathedral Hall, 1 Marist Place Parramatta Morning tea 
and lunch provided. Student participants will form a 
choir that will sing at the Solemn Mass at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Parramatta on Sunday 19 July at 6pm. 
Register here: parracatholic.org/events/school-holiday
-music-workshop/ 
 
CYP Annual LIFTED Retreat for year 10-12’s: 15 
July - You’re invited to LIFTED Retreat! A one-day 
retreat for 16-17 year olds from across the Diocese at St 
Paul’s, Winston Hills on Thursday, 15 July. Together 
we will enter a weekend of connection, prayer and 
reflection on the theme of Abundance, inspired by John 
10:10. Whether you’re just beginning your faith journey, 
looking for community or need a mid-year renewal, the 
LIFTED Retreat welcomes you with open arms. Limited 
spots available. Registrations close 19 
June. parracatholic.org/events/lifted-high-school 
 

 
Rosary Workshops in June 2026 - Come 
along for a fun evening of community and 
crafting rosary beads that will then be donated 
to the sick and dying in hospitals across our 
Diocese. There are multiple workshops hosted 
throughout June. Cost: $5 per person – 

payable on arrival (includes all materials). To register and 
for more information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-
workshops or ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 
 

RCIA Seminars for parish coordinators: 29 July & 5 
August—The Office for Worship team is hosting two 
seminars for RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
coordinators to come together to learn and ask questions 
about how to run an RCIA program in their parish. These 
workshops will be held on Wednesdays 29 July and 5 
August at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown at 
7pm. For more information and to register please see the 
website https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?
topic=rcia or contact ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 
037 795. 


