
 

 

Parish Staff 
 
Fr  Joby Kadambattu MS  
Parish Priest 
frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson  
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org  
 
Mrs Shanika Joseph  
Parish Secretary 
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy 
Sacramental and SRE Co Ordinator 
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Office Hours 
Monday and Wednesday            9am - 3pm 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   9am - 4pm 
 
After Hours Emergency  02 9631 6420 

 
Hall Hire             Charlie  0499 557 995 

St Anthony’s School  
School Principal:  Patricia Reilly   
Phone:  8843 4600 
 

St Anthonys Youth  
Insta ID : stay_toongabbie1508  
email: stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptisms & Weddings   
By arrangement.  
Ring parish office for more information 
 
Reconciliation   
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm or by arrangement 
 
Rosary 
Wednesday to Saturday – 9am 

Exposition   
Friday 10am to 11am  
 
Mass & Novena to St Anthony 
Tuesday -7pm  
 
Marian Prayer Group  
Tuesday 10am St Enda’s Room            
(Marie: 0457 126 044) 
 
Tamil Prayer Group 
Friday 8.00pm St Enda’s Room 
(Tarcisius: 0423 699 146) 
 
Piety Shop 

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am -11.15am 
Saturday after 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
Sunday 9.00am - 11.30am 
 
 
 

 
St Anthony of Padua Parish  Toongabbie        

   27 Aurelia Street, P.O. Box 23, Toongabbie 2146                                           

 *  Office Tel:  9631 3316  *    Emergency  9631 6420  *   

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - YEAR A                                                                            17TH MAY 2026 

We, the Church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realisation  
 of the Kingdom of God and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

If you wish to Support the parish 

Via Direct Deposit: 
 
BSB - 067 950 
Account Number - 0000 0586 
AC Name -Toongabbie Catholic Church 

Mass Times 
Saturday            5:30pm Vigil  
Sunday         8.00am, 10.00am 
Tuesday                         7.00pm 
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat           9.30am 
 
Malayalam Mass 5pm every 4th Sunday 

MASS ROSTER          This Week  16/17 May 2026 Next Week   23/24 2026 

 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 

Senior Server P. Vella T. Peiris F. Rodrigues F. Le Clerc T. Dalmati Anthony 

Commentator V. Adams S. Benjamin A. Rego Youth M. Palmer J. Thomas 

Reader 1 C. Bugeja S. Cullen Youth O. Saldanha C. Bernard E. Opena 

Reader 2 F. Lette M. Tan Youth K. Wilson J. Wharton M. Nakhoul 

Data Projectionist Mary  Lourdes Natasha Jasmine  

Junior Servers A E G B D H 

Children’s Liturgy   Stella/Sofie   Felice/Sofie 

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land 
As we come to celebrate the Eucharist, we acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we gather  

–  the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation. In a spirit of love and reconciliation we join with them in                                      
working  towards greater justice for all indigenous people.    

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK  IN OUR  PARISH:    

Maria VELLA 
Peter RANEE 
Carole O’HARE 
John GAUCI 
Rene NEMORIN 
Anthony AL_HADDAD               
Anna FERNANDES 
Sarah MARLIN 
Angelo ALEXANDER 

Aidan ALEXANDER 
Adrian NOCEVSKI 
Tanya AMBROSE 
Katherine S. SHEEHAN 
Alexsis PETRUCELLI           
Anith THURAIRATNAM 
Maureen HANVEY 
Rosa DI CHRISTOFORO 
Gabby ABBOUD 

Lylette MATHIEU 
Teresa GALEA 
Geraldine HALLIWELL 
Mary CAMELLERI           
Ajith SEEMAMPILLAI 
Ranjith CHELLAPPA   
Simon SHERVILLE 
Emma NONEY 
Joe (Joseph) BORG          

Dennis KUNDER  
Kate MORTIMER               
Shanji ANTHONY 
Cecilia FERRER 
Joseph MACDERMID 
Rita DAVID 
Lesley MYERS 
John TYNAN 
Noe ISOTTEN 

Sarah SHEEHAN         
Jan SALMON  
Colleen DAVAR  
Richard TOOKER 
Rita McCREADIE 
Barbara CROSS 

Please advise the parish office if you know of anyone on the sick list whose name could be removed.   

Pope Leo’s prayer to St. Francis: a call to peace in a divided world 
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, intercede for us            

before the Lord. You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, teach us to seek in him the source of all                           
reconciliation that breaks down every wall. You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding, give us the 

courage to build bridges where the world raises up boundaries. In this time afflicted by conflict and division, intercede for us  
so that we may become peacemakers: unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. Amen. 
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“Thank you”  
 
To our Youth Group who organised a wonderful celebration 
for Mother’s day after each weekend Mass. 
 
To all the volunteers who gave up their time last Saturday 
morning to clean/repair/replace/update things in our Church, 
Parish Hall and surroundings.   
 
Updates from St Anthony’s Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 

Meeting of Thursday 23 April 2026   
 Thank you to the parishioners that attended the AGM 22 

March.   
 A reminder that everyone is warmly welcomed to attend 

next year. 
 PPC members will be commissioned at weekend Masses 

20 and 21 June, come along and meet with them for 
morning tea after each Mass. 

 The relic of St Anthony of Padua visiting Australia, 
which was expected at our Parish on the 5th June has 
been cancelled due to a change in the travel itinerary 
caused by the war. 

 Church renovations will begin in coming months, our Hall 
is being prepared for the celebration of Masses during this 
time. 

 The next PPC meeting is Thursday 25 June. To add an 
agenda item, please see a member of the council after any 
weekend Mass or submit to our parish office 
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au  at least one week 
before the meeting. 

 
Positions Vacant:  

• Housekeeper Supervisor – Holy Spirit Seminary,              
Harris Park 

• Parish Secretary – St Monica’s Catholic Church, 
Richmond 

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 
 
Rosary Workshops in May - Come along for a fun 
evening of community and crafting rosary beads that 
will then be donated to the sick and dying in 
hospitals across our Diocese. The evening will be 
held on Wednesday 20th May at Bishop Bede 

Heather Centre, Blacktown from 7pm Cost: $5 per person 
– payable on arrival (includes all materials). To register and 
for more information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-
workshops or ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 
 
Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities  More 
training opportunities are available throughout May at 
different parishes. Please register directly for this training or 
for other convenient dates and locations by clicking on the 
training event at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?
series=safeguarding-training. For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 

 
 
 

 
To Ethan Joel who received  

the sacrament of baptism on the 31st of May 2026 
 

 
Adult Confirmations 2026 - The Office for Worship 
will host a Catechesis and Formation Day for those 
candidates (16+) interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation this year. This will be on 
Saturday 29th August, 9.30am – 2.00pm at the 

Bishop Bede Heather Centre in Blacktown. A light lunch will 
be provided on the day. It is recommended that all sponsors 
attend the catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is suggested 
from the candidates to assist in covering the Catechesis Day.   
The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 1st September, 
2026 at 7:30pm at the Cathedral. Please Note: Enrolment 
forms and a copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent to 
OFW before Monday 18th August, 2026. For more 
information, please contact the Office for 
Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 
 

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.  
If you need assistance call 8861 9777 

Reflection 
 
Where is the Body? 
Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ could have continued to 
appear to groups of followers, century after century – 
until now! 
But, he didn’t, because the disciples had to be weaned of 
his Risen-mode of appearance among them lest they 
think that the victory over Death is meant for human 
beings alone. 
But, as St Paul says, the Risen Lord is the One who ‘fills 
all creation’ with His power radiating out from his Risen 
Humanity.  
However, dis-appearance is not the same as absence. We 
believe that Our Risen Lord is present in many modes, 
including as St Paul says ‘ … the Church which is His 
Body’. 
That is why the figures in white rebuke the disciples: 
‘Why do you stand looking into Heaven?’ 
The Disciples had, rather, to ready themselves to be the 
Spirit-filled body of Jesus Christ in their own time and 
place. As we do. 
We might pause for a moment to stop staring into 
Heaven, to ready ourselves to receive the Holy Spirit as 
at Pentecost in order to be ‘The Church which is His 
Body.’ 

   © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
(Extract from Liturgy Help.com) 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING  
You can also support the parish by using the:  
Tap & Go Machines. The machine amount is 
variable, please use the screen to donate the 
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple 
Pay, Google Pay and Pay Wave.  
All contributions go to the maintenance and development of 
the Parish as does the second collection at weekend Masses.  
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an 
option if you wish to do cashless donation to the parish, 
forms are available in the parish office.  
 
Church Renovation - The Machine placed in the Church 
foyer is allocated for donations toward the upcoming Church 
Renovations. We thank you for your continued support.  

 
FIRST EUCHARIST 2026  

Year 4 and above 
PARENT & CHILD LESSON TWO 
   Saturday 16 May  -   4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   17 May  -   8:45 AM 

PARENT & CHILD LESSON THREE 
   Saturday 23 May  -   4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   24 May  -   8:45 AM 

PARENT & CHILD LESSON FOUR 
   Saturday 30 May -  4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   31 May-  8:45 AM 
RECONCILIATION and REHEARSAL   
   Wednesday 03 Jun  -  6:30 PM 
FIRST EUCHARIST CEREMONY 
   Sunday 7 Jun  -  12:00 NOON 

If you have any queries please email Jini Joy,                               
the parish sacramental coordinator at  

thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

Congratulations ! 

mailto:secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au
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First Reading                   Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
 
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus 
has been taken into heaven. 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything 
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the 
day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had 
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to 
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his 
Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them about the 
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, 
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there 
for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, 
‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised 
with water but you, not many days from now, will be 
baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the 
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or 
dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, 
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in 
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and 
indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, 
and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still 
staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white 
were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you 
men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this 
same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have 
seen him go there.’ 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                      Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6 
 
(R.)  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

1. All peoples, clap your hands,  
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. (R.) 

2. God goes up with shouts of joy;  
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.) 

3. God is king of all the earth.  
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.) 

 
Second Reading                                   Ephesians 1:17-23 
 
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of 
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. 
May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can 
see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he 

has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely 
great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. 
This you can tell from the strength of his power at work 
in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and 
to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above 
every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or 
any other name that can be named, not only in this age, 
but also in the age to come. He has put all things under 
his feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the 
head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills the whole creation. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation            
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel              Matthew 28:16-20 
 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw 
him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. 
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commandments I 
gave to you. And know that I am with you always; yes, 
to the end of time.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Congratulations to our newly commissioned Stage 2 
servers  - Amelia Felice, Shara Joseph Arulnayagam, Joshua 
Perera, Aron Jesuraj Prabaharan, Joshua Shini Savio and 
Shawn Francis Dasari. Thank you for your continued 
dedication and commitment to serving at the altar. May God 
bless and guide them as they continue to grow in faith, 
reverence, and service. 

Nominations open for the 2026 Papal & Diocesan Awards 
- Nominations are now open for the 2026 Papal and Diocesan 
Awards, recognising individuals – both religious and lay – 
who have made outstanding contributions to the Catholic 
Church and its community. Do you know someone who 
deserves to be recognised? Nominations close at midnight on 
30 June 2026. For more information or to submit a 
nomination, visit parracatholic.org/contribute/papal-
diocesan-awards/ 
 
Ministry of Care courses: 3-24 June - Those who visit the 
sick and are involved in the Ministry of Communion to the 
Sick and Dying in Hospitals, Aged Care Facilities and in 
Homes are invited to attend this course on the Ministry of 
Care. The course will take place every Wednesday in June at 
7pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. Please 
register via parracatholic.org/ministry-of-care-courses to 
reserve your spot. For enquiries, please contact 
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795 

Bishop’s Good Works Appeal - 16th/17th May - Across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, people turn to the 
Church for care, hope, guidance and belonging. Through the Bishop’s Good Works Appeal, our Diocese supports vital 
ministries including Holy Spirit Seminary, Catholic Care, the Ephpheta Centre and the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
Over the coming weeks, this Appeal will support Holy Spirit Seminary at Harris Park, helping form the future priests our 
Diocese will need in the years ahead. Your generosity provides education, spiritual formation, pastoral training and safe 
accommodation for seminarians as they answer God’s call. Please give generously at parracatholic.org/appeal or scan the 
QR code here or on the posters around the church. Thank you for supporting the future priests of our Church. Donations 
envelopes will be available through to 1st week of June.  

Eucharistic Congress 2028 - Australia will host the 54th  
International Eucharistic Congress, an extraor-
dinary global encounter with Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist. The congress invites anyone 
who would like to show support by volunteer-
ing in any of these areas: Liturgical and Pasto-
ral, Operations and Hospitality/Engagement. 
To Register, visit: https://eucharist28.org/
volunteer of scan the QR Code. 
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