6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR A

StAntllony of Padua Farish Toongabbie

27 Aurelia Street, P.O. Box 23, Toongabbie 2146
* Office Tel: 9631 3316 *

Emergency 9631 6420 *

10TH MAY 2026

AR\S\'\
STAT EMENT

MisSIoN

We, the Church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realisation
of the Kingdom of God and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Parish Staff

Fr Joby Kadambattu MS
Parish Priest
frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org

Mrs Shanika Joseph
Parish Secretary
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy
Sacramental and SRE Co Ordinator
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Office Hours
Monday and Wednesday 9am - 3pm

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am - 4pm

St Anthony’s School
School Principal: Patricia Reilly

Phone: 8843 4600

St Anthonys Youth
Insta ID : stay toongabbiel 508
email: stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com

Mass Times

Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 9.30am

Malayalam Mass Spm every 4th Sunday

Baptisms & Weddings
By arrangement.
Ring parish office for more information

Exposition
Friday 10am to 11am

Mass & Novena to St Anthony
Tuesday -7pm

Marian Prayer Group
Tuesday 10am St Enda’s Room
(Marie: 0457 126 044)

Tamil Prayer Group
Friday 8.00pm St Enda’s Room
(Tarcisius: 0423 699 146)

Piety Shop

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am -11.15am
Saturday after 5.30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 9.00am - 11.30am

If you wish to Support the parish

o Via Direct Deposit:
After Hours Emergency 02 9631 6420 Reconciliation
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm or by arrangement | BSB - 067 950
) Account Number - 0000 0586
Hall Hire Charlie 0499 557 995 Rosary AC Name -Toongabbie Catholic Church
Wednesday to Saturday — 9am
MASS ROSTER This Week 9/10 May 2026 Next Week 16/17 2026
5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am
Senior Server J. Ivan E. Opena K. Steele P. Vella T. Peiris F. Rodrigues
Commentator L. D’vine J. Suresh E. Chand V. Adams S. Benjamin A. Rego
Reader 1 M. D’Souza M. Palmer M. Hili E. Opena C. Bugeja S. Cullen
Reader 2 J. Buttigieg A. Gomes P. Lim M. Nakhoul F. Lette M. Tan
Data Projectionist Carol Jasmine Mary Lourdes
Junior Servers C D F A E G
Children’s Liturgy Rochelle/Sofie Stella/Sofie

Pope Leo’s prayer to St. Francis: a call to peace in a divided world
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, intercede for us
before the Lord. You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, teach us to seek in him the source of all
reconciliation that breaks down every wall. You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding, give us the
courage to build bridges where the world raises up boundaries. In this time afflicted by conflict and division, intercede for us
so that we may become peacemakers: unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH:

Maria VELLA Aidan ALEXANDER Lylette MATHIEU Dennis KUNDER Sarah SHEEHAN
Peter RANEE Adrian NOCEVSKI Teresa GALEA Kate MORTIMER Jan SALMON
Carole O’HARE Tanya AMBROSE Geraldine HALLIWELL Shanlji ANTHONY Colleen DAVAR
John GAUCI Katherine S. SHEEHAN Mary CAMELLERI Cecilia FERRER Richard TOOKER
Rene NEMORIN Alexsis PETRUCELLI Ajith SEEMAMPILLAI Joseph MACDERMID Rita McCREADIE
Anthony AL HADDAD Anith THURAIRATNAM RanJ ith CHELLAPPA Rita DAVID

Anna FERNANDES Maureen HANVEY Simon SHERVILLE Lesley MYERS

Sarah MARLIN Rosa DI CHRISTOFORO Emma NONEY John TYNAN

Angelo ALEXANDER  Gabby ABBOUD Joe (Joseph) BORG Noe ISOTTEN

Please advise the parish office if you know of anyone on the sick list whose name could be removed.

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land

As we come to celebrate the Eucharist, we acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we gather
— the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation. In a spirit of love and reconciliation we join with them in
working towards greater justice for all indigenous people.
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“God could not be everywhere therefore
he lglade Mothellis.” derful
»«| Happy Mother’s Day to all our wonderfu
MO;I;ER S mothers, grandmothers, aunts and motherly
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.« £\} | special day.

HAPPY

tE

. 7 Wedding_Anniversary Blessings - We celebrate
_ the gift of marriage next weekend. If your wedding
anniversary falls in May and you would like a

i blessing during the weekend Mass on 16th/17th
office by

~ ™ May, please contact the parish
- Wednesday 13th May.

Updates from St Anthony’s Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Meeting of Thursday 23 April 2026

¢ Thank you to the parishioners that attended the AGM 22
March.

¢ A reminder that everyone is warmly welcomed to attend
next year.

¢ PPC members will be commissioned at weekend Masses
20 and 21 June, come along and meet with them for
morning tea after each Mass.

¢ There will be a relic of St Anthony of Padua visiting
Australia. We will be hosting a special Mass and supper
Friday evening 5 June — more details to follow.

¢ Church renovations will begin in coming months, our Hall
is being prepared for the celebration of Masses during this
time.

¢ The next PPC meeting is Thursday 25 June. To add an
agenda item, please see a member of the council after any
weekend Mass or submit to our parish office
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au at least one week
before the meeting.

Bishop’s Good Works Appeal - 16th/17th May - Across
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, people turn to the
Church for care, hope, guidance and belonging. Through the
Bishop’s Good Works Appeal, our Diocese supports vital
ministries including Holy Spirit Seminary, Catholic Care, the
Ephpheta Centre and the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine.
Over the coming weeks, this Appeal will support Holy Spirit
Seminary at Harris Park, helping form the future priests our
Diocese will need in the years ahead. Your generosity
provides education, spiritual formation, pastoral training and
safe accommodation for seminarians as they answer God’s
call. Please give generously at parracatholic.org/appeal or
scan the QR code on the posters around the church. Thank you
for supporting the future priests of our Church.

Positions Vacant:
e Housekeeper Supervisor — Holy Spirit Seminary,
Harris Park
e Parish Secretary — St Monica’s Catholic Church,
Richmond
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

FIRST EUCHARIST 2026
Year 4 and above
PARENT & CHILD LESSON ONE
Saturday 09 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 10 May - 8:45 AM
PARENT & CHILD LESSON TWO
Saturday 16 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 17 May - 8:45 AM
PARENT & CHILD LESSON THREE
Saturday 23 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 24 May - 8:45 AM
PARENT & CHILD LESSON FOUR
Saturday 30 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 31 May- 8:45 AM
RECONCILIATION and REHEARSAL
Wednesday 03 Jun - 6:30 PM
FIRST EUCHARIST CEREMONY
Sunday 7 Jun - 12:00 NOON

If you have any queries please email Jini Joy,
the parish sacramental coordinator at
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Rosary Workshops in May - Come along for a
fun evening of community and crafting rosary
beads that will then be donated to the sick and
- dying in hospitals across our Diocese. The
SCra evening will be held on Wednesday 20th May
f at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown
from 7pm Cost: $5 per person — payable on
arrival (includes all materials). To register and for more
information,  please  visit  parracatholic.org/rosary-
workshops or ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Greystanes Maltese Seniors - Mon 11 May @ 10:30am,
Parish Centre. Gardening Tips, Q&A with Doris Mielak

Members and Friends always welcome.
Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP 0414 863 123
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
You can also support the parish by using the:
Tap & Go Machines. The machine amount is|
variable, please use the screen to donate the [ /
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple N
Pay, Google Pay and Pay Wave.
All contributions go to the maintenance and development of
the Parish as does the second collection at weekend Masses.
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an
option if you wish to do cashless donation to the parish,
forms are available in the parish office.

Church Renovation - The Machine placed in the Church
foyer is allocated for donations toward the upcoming Church
Renovations. We thank you for your continued support.

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.

If you need assistance call 8861 9777

REFLECTION

Parallel Truths

Today’s Gospel speaks of an advocate. This translates a
Greek word: ‘paraclete’. Our Lord says: ‘I will send you
another Paraclete to be with you forever.” Our Lord was
a Paraclete, and he would send another.

What does this strange sounding word mean? Here is a
hint. We all know that parallel lines run, well, para-llel.
They run alongside each other. A paraclete is a person
who stands alongside someone and pleads their case.
That is how our Lord Jesus Christ saw himself. His role
was not to condemn but to plead the case for mercy and
compassion, to be the intercessor par excellence.

Our Lord promises another Paraclete dwelling within us,
individually and as the body of Christ’s disciples, the
Holy Spirit advocating our cause, assisting us to live
Truth-fully by the measure of the One who is the Way,
the Truth and the Life. This Paraclete particularly assists
us by acting as the Spirit of Truth.

We could pause for a moment to thank God for the two
Paracletes, constantly pleading our case before the

Throne of Mercy.
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com
(Extract from Liturgy Help.com)
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FIRST READING ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 8:5-8. 14-17

They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the
Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the
message Philip preached, either because they had heard
of the miracles he worked or because they saw them for
themselves. There were, for example, unclean spirits that
came shrieking out of many who were possessed, and
several paralytics and cripples were cured. As a result
there was great rejoicing in that town.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to
them, and they went down there, and prayed for the
Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had
not come down on any of them: they had only been
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. SEE v.1

(R.)

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! (R.)

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men. (R.)

Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

3. He turned the sea into dry land,
they passed through the river dry-shod.
Let our joy then be in him;
he rules for ever by his might. (R.)

4. Come and hear, all who fear God.
I will tell what he did for my soul:
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
nor withhold his love from me. (R.)

1 PETER 3:15-18

In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was
raised to life.

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always
have your answer ready for people who ask you the
reason for the hope that you all have. But give it with
courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so that
those who slander you when you are living a good life in
Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that they
bring. And if it is the will of God that you should suffer,
it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong.

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died
once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the
body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to
life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEcOND READING

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jonn 14:15-21

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another
Advocate.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.
I shall ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate
to be with you for ever,
that Spirit of truth
whom the world can never receive
since it neither sees nor knows him;
but you know him,
because he is with you, he is in you.
I will not leave you orphans;
I will come back to you.
In a short time the world will no longer see me;
but you will see me,
because I live and you will live.
On that day
you will understand that I am in my Father
and you in me and I in you.
Anybody who receives my commandments
and keeps them
will be one who loves me;
and anybody who loves me
will be loved by my Father,
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.




Safeguarding Face-to-face TraininF Oﬁportunities - More
training opportunities are available throughout May at
different parishes. Please register directly for this training or
for other convenient dates and locations by clicking on the
training event at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?
series=safeguarding-training. For more information, please
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

Commissioning Mass of Liturgical Ministers: 12 May - All
liturgical ministers — readers, servers, extra ordinary ministers
are invited to join us for our Annual Commissioning Mass of
Liturgical Ministers. Families and friends are also invited.
This celebration will take place at 7:30pm on 12 May 2026, at
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Liturgical ministers are
asked to please arrive by 7pm and be seated by 7:15pm. To
register the number of guests and ministers attending please
register by Thursday, 7th May. To register please contact
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Rosary Workshop for the Feast of Our Lady of
Fatima: 13 May - For the Feast of Our Lady of
Fatima, on May 13th at 7pm, the Office for
Worship will be running a rosary makin%
. workshop at St Madeleine’s Parish Kenthurst. All
- are welcome to attend to create rosary beads that
will then be donated to the sick and dying in
hospitals across our Diocese. “Say the Rosary every day to
obtain peace for the world” Our Lady of Fatima in 1917 Cost
$5 per person — payable on arrival (includes all materials). To
register and for more information, please
visit parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops or
ofw(@parracatholic.org or 046(% 037 7g5.

Sistine Chapel Revelations — An Immersive Exhibition: 16
May to 19 July - Experience the Sistine Chapel:
Revelations immersive exhibition at St Mary’s Cathedral
forecourt, Sydney (16 May—-19 July 2026). Discover
breathtaking digital recreations, sacred art, and the story of
salvation. Book tickets at sistinechapelsydney.com.au.
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Jesus only loves those
who do good deeds.

The Holy Spirit is
always with us.

God sent the Holy Spirit
to help the disciples.

Jesus said “You should
not love your enemies”.

The disciples received the
Haoly Spirit at Pentecost.
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Adult _Confirmations 2026 - The Office for
= «~=Z Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation Day
for those candidates (16+) interested in receivin
7 r the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. This wi
be on Saturday 29th August, 9.30am — 2.00pm at
the Bishop Bede Heather Centre in Blacktown. A light lunch
will be provided on the day. It is recommended that all
sponsors attend the catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is
suggested from the candidates to assist in covering the
Catechesis Day.
The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 1st September,
2026 at 7:30pm at the Cathedral. Please Note: Enrolment
forms and a copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent to
OFW before K/Ionday 18th August, 2026. For more
information, please contact the Office
Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Ministry of Care courses: 3-24 June - Those who visit the
sick and are mvolved in the Ministry of Communion to the
Sick and Dying in Hospitals, Aged Care Facilities and in
Homes are invited to attend this course on the Ministry of
Care. The course will take place every Wednesday in June at
7pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. Please
register via parracatholic.org/ministry-of-care-courses to
reserve your spot. For enquiries, please contact
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Nominations open for the 2026 Papal & Diocesan Awards
- Nominations are now open for the 2026 Papal and Diocesan
Awards, recognising individuals — both religious and lay —
who have made outstanding contributions to the Catholic
Church and its communi‘%. Do you know someone who
deserves to be recognised? Nominations close at midnight on
30 June 2026. For more information or to submit a
nomination,  visit  parracatholic.org/contribute/papal-
diocesan-awards/

A4

for

Parish Team Employment — Greystanes

Position: Co-ordinator of Volunteers. Initially 15 hrs/wk

onsite for a suitably qualified/experienced person:

e Collaborating as a parish team member with a focus on
promoting, organising and celebrating parishioner
involvement in ministry/service

e Overseeing the safeguarding requirements for those in
ministry/service whilst assisting processes for both
practical and enriching ongoing formation

For a role description and requirements for making

application, please contact: parishoffice@olqp.org.au by

12 May 2026
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