
 

 

Parish Staff 
 
Fr  Joby Kadambattu MS  
Parish Priest 
frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson  
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org  
 
Mrs Shanika Joseph  
Parish Secretary 
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy 
Sacramental and SRE Co Ordinator 
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
 
Office Hours 
Monday and Wednesday            9am - 3pm 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   9am - 4pm 
 
After Hours Emergency  02 9631 6420 

 
Hall Hire             Charlie  0499 557 995 

St Anthony’s School  
School Principal:  Patricia Reilly   
Phone:  8843 4600 
 

St Anthonys Youth  
Insta ID : stay_toongabbie1508  
email: stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptisms & Weddings   
By arrangement.  
Ring parish office for more information 
 
Reconciliation   
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm or by arrangement 
 
Rosary 
Wednesday to Saturday – 9am 

Exposition   
Friday 10am to 11am  
 
Mass & Novena to St Anthony 
Tuesday -7pm  
 
Marian Prayer Group  
Tuesday 10am St Enda’s Room            
(Marie: 0457 126 044) 
 
Tamil Prayer Group 
Friday 8.00pm St Enda’s Room 
(Tarcisius: 0423 699 146) 
 
Piety Shop 

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am -11.15am 
Saturday after 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
Sunday 9.00am - 11.30am 
 
 
 

 
St Anthony of Padua Parish  Toongabbie        

   27 Aurelia Street, P.O. Box 23, Toongabbie 2146                                           

 *  Office Tel:  9631 3316  *    Emergency  9631 6420  *   

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR A                                                                                      03RD MAY 2026 

We, the Church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realisation  
 of the Kingdom of God and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

If you wish to Support the parish 

Via Direct Deposit: 
 
BSB - 067 950 
Account Number - 0000 0586 
AC Name -Toongabbie Catholic Church 

Mass Times 
Saturday            5:30pm Vigil  
Sunday         8.00am, 10.00am 
Tuesday                         7.00pm 
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat           9.30am 
 
Malayalam Mass 5pm every 4th Sunday 

MASS ROSTER          This Week  2/3 May 2026 Next Week   9/10 2026 

 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 

Senior Server C. Bourne  A. Prabaharan J. Ivan E. Opena K. Steele 

Commentator A. Lahood D. Fernandes J. Wharton L. D’vine J. Suresh E. Chand 

Reader 1 J. Olivera J. Thomas M. D’Souza M. Palmer M. Hili M. Mathavan 

Reader 2 C. Bugeja  J. Buttigieg A. Gomes P. Lim N. Nakhoul 

Data Projectionist Lauren  Geneva Carol Jasmine  

Junior Servers B E H C D F 

Children’s Liturgy   Felice/Sofie   Rochelle/Sofie 

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land 
As we come to celebrate the Eucharist, we acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we gather  

–  the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation. In a spirit of love and reconciliation we join with them in                                      
working  towards greater justice for all indigenous people.    

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK  IN OUR  PARISH:    

Maria VELLA 
Peter RANEE 
Carole O’HARE 
John GAUCI 
Rene NEMORIN 
Anthony AL_HADDAD               
Anna FERNANDES 
Sarah MARLIN 
Angelo ALEXANDER 

Aidan ALEXANDER 
Adrian NOCEVSKI 
Tanya AMBROSE 
Katherine S. SHEEHAN 
Alexsis PETRUCELLI           
Anith THURAIRATNAM 
Maureen HANVEY 
Rosa DI CHRISTOFORO 
Gabby ABBOUD 

Lylette MATHIEU 
Teresa GALEA 
Geraldine HALLIWELL 
Mary CAMELLERI           
Ajith SEEMAMPILLAI 
Ranjith CHELLAPPA   
Simon SHERVILLE 
Emma NONEY 
Joe (Joseph) BORG          

Dennis KUNDER  
Kate MORTIMER               
Shanji ANTHONY 
Cecilia FERRER 
Joseph MACDERMID 
Rita DAVID 
Lesley MYERS 
John TYNAN 
Noe ISOTTEN 

Sarah SHEEHAN         
Jan SALMON  
Colleen DAVAR  
Richard TOOKER 
Rita McCREADIE 
 

Please advise the parish office if you know of anyone on the sick list whose name could be removed.   

Pope Leo’s prayer to St. Francis: a call to peace in a divided world 
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, intercede for us            

before the Lord. You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, teach us to seek in him the source of all                           
reconciliation that breaks down every wall. You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding, give us the 

courage to build bridges where the world raises up boundaries. In this time afflicted by conflict and division, intercede for us  
so that we may become peacemakers: unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. Amen. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCILM-7naoscCFcThpgod_wMAyg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2FCSP137%2Fk1374297%2F&ei=eMvKVYKwPMTDmwX_h4DQDA&bvm=bv.99804247,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNFd_JuH24O
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Mothers’ Day- If you would like to offer a 
Mothers’ Day Mass intention, please complete 
an envelope on the offertory table and place it 
in the box provided. Names will be recorded in 
our Mothers’ Day intention book and Mass will 
be offered on 9th/10th May for all mothers.  

Mothers’ Day Photo Tribute- To celebrate 
Mothers’ Day we will be creating a photo tribute to our 
mothers. If your mother is or was a member of St Anthony’s 
Parish and you would like her photo to be part of our Mothers’ 
Day tribute please email the Parish Office a digital copy of a 
photograph of your mum/mother/grandmother/mother-figure 
for the Mothers' Day Mass PowerPoint.  Photos should reach 
us no later than Tuesday 5th May. 

 
Working Bee - Our monthly clean up of the 
Church and surrounding grounds will take place 
on Saturday, 9th May starting at 8am for a couple 
of hours. Please join us and bring along your 
cleaning & any gardening equipment/tools that 
you feel will be helpful with the clean-up.  
 

Updates from St Anthony’s Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
Meeting of Thursday 23 April 2026   

 Thank you to the parishioners that attended the AGM 22 
March.   

 A reminder that everyone is warmly welcomed to attend 
next year. 

 PPC members will be commissioned at weekend Masses 
20 and 21 June, come along and meet with them for 
morning tea after each Mass. 

 There will be a relic of St Anthony of Padua visiting 
Australia. We will be hosting a special Mass and supper 
Friday evening 5 June – more details to follow. 

 Church renovations will begin in coming months, our Hall 
is being prepared for the celebration of Masses during this 
time. 

 The next PPC meeting is Thursday 25 June. To add an 
agenda item, please see a member of the council after any 
weekend Mass or submit to our parish office 
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au  at least one week 
before the meeting. 

 
Rosary Workshops in May - Come along for 
a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the 
sick and dying in hospitals across our Diocese. 
The evening will be held on the following 
days: Tuesday 5th May at Bishop Bede 
Heather Centre, Blacktown, from 7pm. 

Wednesday 20th May at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown from 7pm Cost: $5 per person – payable on 
arrival (includes all materials). To register and for more 
information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-
workshops or ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 

 
 
 
 

To Leron Lenad who received  
the sacrament of baptism on 26th April 2026 

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.  
If you need assistance call 8861 9777 

Reflection 
 
Mutual Indwelling 
The disciples are full of premonitions that their beloved 
leader was about to be cruelly done to death, leaving them 
abandoned. Yet he tells them: ‘Let not your hearts be 
troubled.’ 
Why shouldn’t their hearts, our hearts, be troubled by the 
disappearance of Our Lord’s physical presence? The answer 
is because there is a purpose to his passage through death. It 
was to bring about a situation where our Risen Lord could 
share his life in ever more intimate fashion with his followers.  
How does this come about? 
At every Mass, after the gifts are brought to the altar, I pour a 
little water into the chalice of wine, saying: ‘By the mystery 
of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity 
of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.’ 
What a powerful verb! By grace, we can share in the Divine 
Life of the Risen Lord.  
As the Greek saints of the early church used to say in very 
daring fashion: ‘God became human so that humans might 
become God.’ 
We anticipate this at every Holy Communion when, as Pope 
John Paul II used to say: ‘We digest, as it were, the secret of 
the Resurrection.’  
We could pause for a moment after Communion to reverence 
the Divine Life dwelling in us, a truly Holy Communion! 
Alleluia! 

   © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
(Extract from Liturgy Help.com) 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING  
You can also support the parish by using the:  
Tap & Go Machines. The machine amount is 
variable, please use the screen to donate the 
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple 
Pay, Google Pay and Pay Wave.  
All contributions go to the maintenance and development of 
the Parish as does the second collection at weekend Masses.  
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an 
option if you wish to do cashless donation to the parish, 
forms are available in the parish office.  
 
Church Renovation - The Machine placed in the Church 
foyer is allocated for donations toward the upcoming Church 
Renovations. We thank you for your continued support.  

FIRST EUCHARIST 2026  
Year 4 and above 

COMMITMENT AND SIGN-UP MASS 
   Saturday 02 May   -   5:30 PM mass; OR 
   Sunday   03 May   - 10:00 AM mass 
PARENT & CHILD LESSON ONE 
   Saturday 09 May  -   4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   10 May  -   8:45 AM 
PARENT & CHILD LESSON TWO 
   Saturday 16 May  -   4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   17 May  -   8:45 AM 
PARENT & CHILD LESSON THREE 
   Saturday 23 May  -   4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   24 May  -   8:45 AM 
PARENT & CHILD LESSON FOUR 
   Saturday 30 May -  4:15 PM; OR 
   Sunday   31 May-  8:45 AM 
RECONCILIATION and REHEARSAL   
   Wednesday 03 Jun  -  6:30 PM 
FIRST EUCHARIST CEREMONY 
   Sunday 7 Jun  -  12:00 NOON 

If you have any queries please email Jini Joy,                               
the parish sacramental coordinator at  

thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

Congratulations ! 

mailto:secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au


First Reading                     Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7  
 
They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and 
wisdom. 
About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the 
Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows 
were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full 
meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would 
not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to 
give out food; you, brothers, must select from among 
yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the 
Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to 
them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved 
of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, 
who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of 
disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large 
group of priests made their submission to the faith. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm          Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19. R. v.22 
 
(R.)  Lord, let your mercy be on us, 

as we place our trust in you. 
 
1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. (R.)  

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful  
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. (R.)  

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him,  
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. (R.) 

 
Second Reading                                            1 Peter 2:4-9 
 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 
The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen 
by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him 
so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the 
spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made 
acceptable to God, may be living stones making a 
spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion 
a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the man 
who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That 
means that for you who are believers, it is precious; but 
for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders has 
proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a 
rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because 
they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store 
for them. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises 
of God who called you out of the darkness into his 
wonderful light. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation            
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                        John 14:1-12 
 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
if there were not, I should have told you. 
I am now going to prepare a place for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; 
so that where I am you may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. 
No one can come to the 
Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know 
my Father too. 
From this moment you know 
him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see 
the Father and then we shall 
be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip,’ 
said Jesus to him ‘and you 
still do not know me? 
‘To have seen me is to have 
seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us 
see the Father”? 
Do you not believe  
that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do 
not speak as from myself: 

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. 
You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work,  
if for no other   reason. ‘I tell you most solemnly, 
whoever believes in me 
will perform the same works as I do myself, 
he will perform even greater works, 
because I am going to the Father.’ 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities for May 
2026 - The next session of face-to-face Mandatory 
Safeguarding Renewal Training will be held on 2 May at St 
Joseph’s Parish, Kingswood. More training opportunities are 
available throughout May at different parishes. Please register 
directly for this training or for other convenient dates and 
locations by clicking on the training event at: https://
parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-
training. For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 
Commissioning Mass of Liturgical Ministers: 12 May - All 
liturgical ministers – readers, servers, extra ordinary ministers 
are invited to join us for our Annual Commissioning Mass of 
Liturgical Ministers. Families and friends are also invited. 
This celebration will take place at 7:30pm on 12 May 2026, at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Liturgical ministers are 
asked to please arrive by 7pm and be seated by 7:15pm. To 
register the number of guests and ministers attending please 
register by Thursday, 7th May. To register please contact 
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 

 
Adult Confirmations 2026 - The Office for 
Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation 
Day for those candidates (16+) interested in 
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this 
year. This will be on Saturday 29th August, 
9.30am – 2.00pm at the Bishop Bede Heather 
Centre in Blacktown. A light lunch will be 

provided on the day. It is recommended that all sponsors 
attend the catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is suggested 
from the candidates to assist in covering the Catechesis Day.   
The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 1st September, 
2026 at 7:30pm at the Cathedral. Please Note: Enrolment 
forms and a copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent to 
OFW before Monday 18th August, 2026. For more 
information, please contact the Office for 
Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 

Rosary Workshop for the Feast of Our 
Lady of Fatima: 13 May - For the Feast of 
Our Lady of Fatima, on May 13th at 7pm, 
the Office for Worship will be running a 
rosary making workshop at St Madeleine’s 
Parish Kenthurst. All are welcome to attend 
to create rosary beads that will then be 
donated to the sick and dying in hospitals 
across our Diocese. “Say the Rosary every 

day to obtain peace for the world” Our Lady of Fatima in 
1917 Cost $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). To register and for more information, please 
visit parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops or 
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 

 
Ministry of Care courses: 3-24 June - Those who visit the 
sick and are involved in the Ministry of Communion to the 
Sick and Dying in Hospitals, Aged Care Facilities and in 
Homes are invited to attend this course on the Ministry of 
Care. The course will take place every Wednesday in June at 
7pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. Please 
register via parracatholic.org/ministry-of-care-courses to 
reserve your spot. For enquiries, please contact 
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795. 

 
Sistine Chapel Revelations – An Immersive Exhibition: 
16 May to 19 July - Experience the Sistine Chapel: 
Revelations immersive exhibition at St Mary’s Cathedral 
forecourt, Sydney (16 May–19 July 2026). Discover 
breathtaking digital recreations, sacred art, and the story of 
salvation. Book tickets at sistinechapelsydney.com.au. 
 
Nominations open for the 2026 Papal & Diocesan Awards 
- Nominations are now open for the 2026 Papal and Diocesan 
Awards, recognising individuals – both religious and lay – 
who have made outstanding contributions to the Catholic 
Church and its community. Do you know someone who 
deserves to be recognised? Nominations close at midnight on 
30 June 2026. For more information or to submit a 
nomination, visit parracatholic.org/contribute/papal-
diocesan-awards/ 

https://parracatholic.org/contribute/papal-diocesan-awards/
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