3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR A

StAntllony of Padua Farish Toongabbie

27 Aurelia Street, P.O. Box 23, Toongabbie 2146
* Office Tel: 9631 3316 *

Emergency 9631 6420 *

19TH APRIL 2026

AR\S\'\
STAT EMENT

MisSIoN

We, the Church of St Anthony of Padua, are called to a greater realisation
of the Kingdom of God and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Parish Staff

Fr Joby Kadambattu MS
Parish Priest
frjoby@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Rev. Deacon Charles Hyson
charles.hyson@parracatholic.org

Mrs Shanika Joseph
Parish Secretary
secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Mrs. Jini Chittilapilly Joy
Sacramental and SRE Co Ordinator
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Office Hours
Monday and Wednesday 9am - 3pm

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am - 4pm

St Anthony’s School
School Principal: Patricia Reilly

Phone: 8843 4600

St Anthonys Youth
Insta ID : stay toongabbiel 508
email: stanthonyyouthtoongabbie@gmail.com

Mass Times

Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 9.30am

Malayalam Mass Spm every 4th Sunday

Baptisms & Weddings
By arrangement.
Ring parish office for more information

Exposition
Friday 10am to 11am

Mass & Novena to St Anthony
Tuesday -7pm

Marian Prayer Group
Tuesday 10am St Enda’s Room
(Marie: 0457 126 044)

Tamil Prayer Group
Friday 8.00pm St Enda’s Room
(Tarcisius: 0423 699 146)

Piety Shop

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am -11.15am
Saturday after 5.30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 9.00am - 11.30am

If you wish to Support the parish

o Via Direct Deposit:
After Hours Emergency 02 9631 6420 Reconciliation
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm or by arrangement | BSB - 067 950
) Account Number - 0000 0586
Hall Hire Charlie 0499 557 995 Rosary AC Name -Toongabbie Catholic Church
Wednesday to Saturday — 9am
MASS ROSTER This Week 18/19 April 2026 Next Week 25/26 April 2026
5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am 5.30pm 8.00am 10.00am
Senior Server P. Vella T. Peiris A. Winton F. Le Clerc T. Dalmati J. Rodrigues
Commentator E. Opena F. Lette M. Tan Youth O. Saldanha C. Pereira
Reader 1 J. Buttigieg E. Pasikale F. Rodrigues Youth S. Benjamin S. Kenny
Reader 2 M. D’Souza A. Gomes T. Sebastian Youth C. Molloy A. Rego
Data Projectionist Susan Nicole Jasmine Jedd
Junior Servers C E F A D G
Children’s Liturgy School Break School Break

Pope Leo’s prayer to St. Francis: a call to peace in a divided world
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, intercede for us
before the Lord. You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, teach us to seek in him the source of all
reconciliation that breaks down every wall. You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding, give us the
courage to build bridges where the world raises up boundaries. In this time afflicted by conflict and division, intercede for us
so that we may become peacemakers: unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH:

Maria VELLA Aidan ALEXANDER Lylette MATHIEU Dennis KUNDER Sarah SHEEHAN
Peter RANEE Adrian NOCEVSKI Teresa GALEA Kate MORTIMER Jan SALMON
Carole O’HARE Tanya AMBROSE Geraldine HALLIWELL Shanlji ANTHONY Colleen DAVAR
John GAUCI Katherine S. SHEEHAN Mary CAMELLERI Cecilia FERRER Richard TOOKER
Rene NEMORIN Alexsis PETRUCELLI Ajith SEEMAMPILLAI Joseph MACDERMID Rita McCREADIE
Anthony AL HADDAD Anith THURAIRATNAM RanJ ith CHELLAPPA Rita DAVID

Anna FERNANDES Maureen HANVEY Simon SHERVILLE Lesley MYERS

Sarah MARLIN Rosa DI CHRISTOFORO Emma NONEY John TYNAN

Angelo ALEXANDER  Gabby ABBOUD Joe (Joseph) BORG Noe ISOTTEN

Please advise the parish office if you know of anyone on the sick list whose name could be removed.

Acknowledgement of the traditional custodians of this land

We acknowledge the living culture of the Tugagal people of the Darug Nation, the traditional Custodians of the land
on which we gather. We pay tribute to the unique role they have played in the life of this region.
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Recently Deceased

Nola Buck a long time parishioner at St Anthony’s passed
away last Friday 10th April. Her funeral will take place at
St Anthony’s on Tuesday 21st April at 11.00am followed
by private cremation. In your charity please pray for the
repose of the soul of Nola and remember the family in your
prayers.

Project Compassion - “Thank you” to everyone who
donated to project compassion. As a parish we raised
$4611.70. This does not include online donations.

Pontifical Holy L.and Good Friday Collection - “Thank
you” for your donations in support of people and places of
the Holy Land. We have raised $ 4482.30. This does not
include online donations.

Office closed - Parish office will be closed on Monday 20th
April, however the Church will be open.

Church Renovation - A New Tap & Go
Machine has been placed in the Church Foyer
for donations toward the upcoming Church
Renovations. The machine amount is
E variable, please use the screen to donate the
amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple
Pay, Google Pay and Pay Wave. Thank you.

Creative Arts’ Group - Our classes will resume on Friday
24th April 2026 commencing at 10.00am and concluding at
12.30pm. The classes are held in the Church Hall (kitchen
and conference rooms). The dates for this term are as
follows: April 24th, May 8th and 22nd, June 5th and 19th,
July 3rd. We will be continuing with the making of greeting
cards. Any enquiries please call Jane: 9688 1682, or
Debbie: 0410302739 or Vicki: 0414671514

Anzac Day - Saturday, 25th April 2026
Mass will be celebrated at 9.30am.

The parish office & church will be closed on
Monday 27th April for the Long weekend.

Jest We Forget

Adult Confirmations 2026 - The Office for Worship will host
a Catechesis and Formation Day for those candidates (16+)
interested in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this
year. This will be on Saturday 29th August, 9.30am — 2.00pm
at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre in Blacktown. A light
lunch will be provided on the day. It is recommended that all
sponsors attend the catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is
suggested from the candidates to assist in covering the
Catechesis Day.

The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday Ist September,
2026 at 7:30pm at the Cathedral. Please Note: Enrolment
forms and a copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent to
OFW before Monday 18th August, 2026. For more
information, please contact the Office
Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

for

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
You can also support the Earlsh by using the:
Tap & Go Machines. The machine amount
is variable, please use the screen to donate
the amount you wish to give. It also accepts
2 Iple Pay, Google Pay and Pay Wave.

contributions go to the maintenance AT
and development of the Parish as does the second
collection at weekend Masses. )
Planned Giving ﬂ!)irect Debit or Credit Card) is also an
option if you wish to do cashless donation to the parish,
forms are available in the parish office.

St Vincent De Paul is here to help.
If you need assistance call 8861 9777

FIRST EUCHARIST 2026
Year 4 and above

ENQUIRY
Wednesday 29 Apr - 7:00 PM

COMMITMENT AND SIGN-UP MASS
Saturday 02 May - 5:30 PM mass; OR
Sunday 03 May -10:00 AM mass

PARENT & CHILD LESSON ONE
Saturday 09 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 10 May - 8:45 AM

PARENT & CHILD LESSON TWO
Saturday 16 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 17 May - 8:45 AM

PARENT & CHILD LESSON THREE
Saturday 23 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 24 May - 8:45 AM

PARENT & CHILD LESSON FOUR
Saturday 30 May - 4:15 PM; OR
Sunday 31 May- 8:45 AM

RECONCILIATION and REHEARSAL
Wednesday 03 Jun - 6:30 PM

FIRST EUCHARIST CEREMONY
Sunday 7 Jun - 12:00 NOON

If you have any queries please email Jini Joy,
the parish sacramental coordinator at
thesacraments@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Parishioners and PPC members may submit

Thursday | ipeip agenda for consideration by PPC by 5:00
23rd April |PM on Tuesday 21st of April 2026. Please

. email your agenda to
7:00pm secretary(@stanthonyschurch.org.au

Positions Vacant:

Catholic Chaplain — Catholic Care Western Sydney and the
Blue Mountains

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

REFLECTION

Companionable Breaking of Bread
This story is the story of each one of us at Mass. Each Mass
is structured on the Road to Emmaus travelogue.
Two men set off on a journey of their own making. At the
beginning of Mass we confess that we have gone off course.
The traveller helps the men on the road to Emmaus
understand what had happened to Jesus of Nazareth by
showing God’s plan revealed in the Hebrew Scriptures. In
the Liturgy of the Word, we hear Scriptures expounded,
revealing more fully the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth.
Every so often you will experience the burning sensation in
your heart as something that is said hits home.
The traveller takes bread, blesses it, and gives it to them to
eat. In that moment of bread-sharing, the two men
recognised their travelling companion as the Risen Lord.
Eat the bread consecrated at Mass, and we receive into our
very being the Divine Companion for our journey through
life.
We could pause for a moment to thank God for the privilege
at every Mass of having our eyes opened so that we
recognise Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ in the breaking of the
bread.
Alleluia/

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

(Extract from Liturgy Help.com)
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FIrsT READING ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 2:14, 22-33

Z v;as impossible for him to be held by the power of
ades.
On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up with the Eleven
and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel,
listen to what [ am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was
a man commended to you by God by the miracles and
ﬁortents and signs that God worked through him when
e was among you, as you all know. This man, who was
If)ut into your power by the deliberate intention and
oreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by
men outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised
him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it
was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as
David says of him:

I saw the Lord before me always, for with him at my
right hand nothing can shake me.

So my heart was glad and my tongue cried out with joy:
my body, too, will rest in the hope that you will not
abandon my soul to Hades nor allow your holy one to
experience corruption. You have made known the wa
of life to me, you will fill me with gladness throug
your presence.

‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David
himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But
since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn
him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him
on the throne, what he foresaw and spoke about was the
resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not
abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience
corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of
us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by
God’s right hand, he has received from the Father the
Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you see and
hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. v.11
Lord, you will show us the path of life.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
(R.)

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord: “You are my God.
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;
it is you yourself who are my prize.’ (R.)

2. T will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.
I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (R.)

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my body shall rest in safety.
For you will not leave my soul among the dead,
nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)

4. You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.)

1 PETER 1:17-21

The ransom that was paid to free you was the blood of
the Lamb, Jesus Christ.

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no
favourites and judges everyone according to what he has
done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you
are living away from your home. Remember, the ransom
that was paid to free you from the useless way of life
your ancestors handedy down was not paid in anything
corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious

SECOND READING

blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ;
who, though known since before the world was made,
has been revealed only in our time, the end of the ages,
for your sake. Through him you now have faith in God,
who raised him from the dead and ]%ave him glory for
@hact} Vgry reason — so that you would have faith and hope
in God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us:

make our hearts burn with love when you speak.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL LuUKE 24:13-35

They recognised him at the breaking of the bread.

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a
village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and
they were talking together about all that had happened.
Now as they talked t%is over, Jesus himself came up and
walked by their side; but something prevented them from
recognising him. He said to them, “What matters are you
discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, their
faces downcast.

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You
must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does
not know the things that have been happening there these
last few days.” ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus
of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a great
prophet by the things he said and cﬁd in the sight of God
and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and
our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death,
and had him crucified. Our own hope had been that he
would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all:
two whole days have gone by since it all happened; and
some women from our group have astouncFed us: they
went to the tomb in the early morning, and when they did
not find the body, they came back to tell us they had seen
a vision of angels who declared he was alive. Some of
our friends went to the tomb and found everything
exactly as the women had reported, but of him they saw
nothing.’

Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to
believe the full message of the prophets! Was it not
ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into
his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and going through
all the prophets, he explained to them the tpassages
throughout the scriptures that were about himself.

When they drew near to the village to which they were
going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to
stay with them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the
day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread
and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to
them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised
him; but he had vanished from their sight. Then they said
to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he
talged to us on the road and explained the scriptures to
us?’

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There
they found the Eleven assembled together with their
companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord
has risen and has aﬁpeared to Simon.” Then they told
their story of what had happened on the road and how
they had recognised him at the breaking of bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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BISHOP VINCENT PRESENTS

ARCHBISHOP JIMENEZ

WHO WILL SPEAK ON THE TOPIC ¥

AN IMMIGRANT BISHOP FOR AN IMMIGRANT CHURCH

TUESDAY 21 APRIL 2026
6.00PM

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL CLOISTER HALL,
1 MARIST PL, PARRAMATTA

pamacatholic.org/jimenez

PLACED ARE LIMITED!

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities for May
2026 The next session of face-to-face Mandatory
Safeguarding Renewal Training will be held on 2 May at St
Joseph’s Parish, Kingswood. More training opportunities are
available throughout May at different parishes. Please register
directly for this training or for other convenient dates and
locations by clicking on the training event at: https://
parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-
training. For more information, please
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

Commissioning Mass of Liturgical Ministers: 12 May - All
liturgical ministers — readers, servers, extra ordinary ministers
are invited to join us for our Annual Commissioning Mass of
Liturgical Ministers. Families and friends are also invited.
This celebration will take place at 7:30pm on 12 May 2026, at
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Liturgical ministers are
asked to please arrive by 7pm and be seated by 7:15pm. To
register the number of guests and ministers attending please
register by Thursday, 7th May. To register please contact
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Music Workshop ‘Exploring Music for the Solemnities’: 5
May - Musicians throughout the Parramatta Diocese and
beyond are invited to attend this workshop led by MET
Music Formation Facilitator Eric Grella. On Tuesday 5 May
to the Bishop Bede Heather Centre 1-5 Marion St,
Blacktown, the workshop will outline suggested hymns and
explore music new and old for the many Solemnities and
Feasts that occur in the period of Eastertide. Please RSVP by
1 May via https:/parracatholic.org/events/music-
workshop-exploring-music-for-the-solemnities. For
enquiries, please contact ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460
037 795.

If you would like to participate
in this conversation, please sign
up, using the QR code

Return date for re ration:
Monday 20 April

v

A conversation with the Sisters of Saint Joseph on

Homelessness: 23 April - In partnership with the Sisters of
Saint Joseph, join us for an hour-long conversation on zoom
at 5.00pm on Thursday 23 April to raise some possible
responses to the urging of the 2025 Bishops’ Statement:
Signs of Hope on the Edge. If you would like to participate in
this conversation, please register by Wednesday 1
April: https://parracatholic.org/events/online-
conversation-homelessness/

Nominations open for the 2026 Papal & Diocesan
Awards - Nominations are now open for the 2026 Papal
and Diocesan Awards, recognising individuals — both
religious and lay — who have made outstanding

Life iz like being on 8 joursey of
faith, but sometines we ancounter
obstacles along the way.
What are comse of the toughest

obstacles on your path of lifef

Hiwr does Jecus kelp you and
guide youl along that pathf

Jecus i abways with us. even whes
wi- dow't realice he iz there.
Where or when can we recogmise
Jesug in our everyday lifef

Geodour the shapes (hal cortain g white dul v in red.
Godour the remaining chapes in colours that you find
in a loaf ¢f bread.

contributions to the Catholic Church and its community.
Do you know someone who deserves to be recognised?
Nominations close at midnight on 30 June 2026. For more
information or to submit a nomination,
visit parracatholic.org/contribute/papal-diocesan-awards/

Rosary Workshops in May - Come along for a
fun evening of community and crafting rosary
beads that will then be donated to the sick and
dying in hospitals across our Diocese. The
: “Z evening will be held on the following days:
Tuesday 5th May at Bishop Bede Heather Centre,
Blacktown, from 7pm. Wednesday 20th May at Bishop
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown from 7pm Cost: $5 per
person — payable on arrival (includes all materials). To

register ~and for more information, please
visit parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops or
< || ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.
& Develop sustained _self-reliant futures in
overseas communities! Join Palms[ .
International Volunteering. In April |3

meet past Palms volunteers a
nd discover how skill-exchange makes a lasting | #
impact in communities, Scan below or see
palms.org.au/events TP: 02 9560
palms@palms.org.au

April Session: Discover Palms Online!

Date: Thursday 30 April 2026

APRIL INFO SESSION

E:

5333

THE SA4™ INTERMATICIMAL
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